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OF THE 



PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 



First printed in May T794.. 



IN regard to the^ various subjects which are considered 
in the following composition, I recommend to my read- 
ers a passage from a collection of the most pleasing and 
informing treatises in natural philosophy which I ever 
read, or I believe ever were written; I mean the Che- 
rnical Essays by Dr. Watson, the presentBishop of L)an- 
daff; vol. iv. p. 257. It is this; " Sir Isaac Newton 
** and Dr. Bentley met accidentally in London, and 
V..on Sir Isaac's inquiring, what philosophical Pursuits 
" were carrying on at Cambridge, the Doctor replied — 
*' jnpne— for when you go a hunting, Sir Isaac, you kill 
t*,aU ttye gamej.;you have left us nothing to pursue." — 
** *X\ot' so, said the philosopher, you may start a variety 
** of g^roe in «very bush, it you will but take the trouble 
/ «v 'Kat for it." " And so in truth it is," (observes 
^Bishop 1 Watson) " every object in nature affords occa- 
^•^sion.. for philosophical experiment." I may add, that 
Jiuch.a; state of spcipty af^oi literature, as the present, af- 
fords occasion for numerous experiments and observa- 
tions, without any danger of mutual interference. 



( " ) , 

In this Poem no imitation whatsoever is intended of 
any former writer, or of any former poem. It war -*>. 
ten upon no private motive whatsoever ; but simply and . y 
as the conduct of the persons mentioned or alluded to, or the 
manner of their compositions, or the principles of their writ* 
ingstenato influence and affect the learning,the government \ 
the religion, the public morality, the public happiness, and the 
public security of this nation. My intentions are just and 
justifiable to reasonable men, who will reflect on what 
has passed and is passing before them. Satirical writings 
must indeed submit to ihe imputation of ill-nature, 
though I see no necessary connection between them. 
It is curious to observe, how some writers endeavour to 
decry the use of Satire, under a seeming approbation of 
. it. For instance, Dr.* Burney* has employed many in- 
teresting figures of rhetoric,when he tells the world what 
it is capable of performing. First, he stiles it a Basilisk, 
and then it's inherent property is to blast reputations and 
wither laurels ; it next becomes a deadly instrument, and 
the reader is not surprised to hear it kills some folks ; 
then it is transformed into an edged tool, and of course 
apt to cut what comes in it's way, though there is no ab- 
solute necessity it should be in the hands of a mischievous 
ckild.or a madman, to perform such wonders. But when 
we are told, it is an excellent weapon- against vice and folly, 
we are presented with the key which unlocks* the secret 
and discloses tfie full cause of all this metaphorical anx- 
iety. I am sure 1 have nothing of the wild American 
in my composition ; I never wished to destroy any man, 
either to inherit his wit Or plunder him ol his under- 
standing; But I will bow to no Cyrill of Alexandria, 
to no Executive In^ciM.- of ~ mo.'-rn republic, to no 
lordly Presidentoi A act -ls councils, ol "democratic Delc- 

* " Satire is an excellent wcapua zgainsi vice .im: fi.Uy ; but •■ i . . — 
a Basilisk in the hands of a man of strong passions ami little feeling, who 
only employs it. Jo blast the reputation and wither' thclaurels/ of those yPi\o 
differ from him in opinion, or whom mere caprice shall, incline him to dislike; 
it is then a deadly instrument, an edged tool in tHe hands of a mischievous 
child or a madman.*"' ButnryV Hift.of Mtrfic'^dr? i, plilfe.-^!' pity the 
ingenious Author who. writes in this- manner; but Imdft J vindicate tkexaufc 
of legitimate Satire when it is attacked or raifundedtood. : .. 
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gate*, or of societies Lit open defiance of established au- 
thority in regulated empires. I have seen darkness 
mixed with fire, and volumes of smoke rolling -from the 
mouth of the cavern. I love no atheist French Bishops, 
nor unfrocked grammarians in England. Korne Tookq 
ii still living; and Edmund Burke + i* no more* : Sol 
oceu'auiTl'I hope Mr. Pitt will assure us af the old 
prodigy,- W6X nulla; secuta est ! We must now all assist ia 
our vaiidus capacities, and; feel and act as public men. 
In times like (nefce we imay Assume a virtue, a character, 
a courage, and a firmness, not originally our own* I protest 
I have no private animosity in my nature ; but I come forth 
(boldly enough, Iwillconfess,buta$Ioughttodo)in behalf of 
my country, her literature, her Jaws, her religion, 
and her government,. Nor would I publish this sati- 
rical Poem ^ but from a, full conviction of it's tendency 
to promote the public welfare, in it's degree and accord- 
ing to it's subject, when it is (if it ever should bej studied 
and considered with impartiality. - 

N.B.* To sagacious .persons who know all Authors, and 
the author of this Poem among the rest, by their style or 
any other infallible sign, I recommend the following 
remarks. It is well known to those who are versed in 
literary history, that Julius Scaliger wrote and published 
an oration (good or bad, is not to the point) against the 
famous tract entitled Ciceronianus by Erasmus. On it's 
being shewn to him, Erasmus, no mean judge of men 
of writing or of style, after perusing it, immediately 
fixed on Hieronimus Aleander, (who was afterwards made 
an Archbishop by Leo. X. and a Cardinal by Pope Paul 
III.) as the author of the work, or of the greatest part of 
it % by signs which he thought were certain and infallible. 
Yet he was mistaken in toto. Hear the words of Eras- 
mus, for on such an occasion, as the present, they are 
remarkable. " £x phrasi ex ore, ex locutione'aYmquc 
4 * complunbus, mthi persuasi hoc opus, maxima saltern 
<r ex parte, esse Hieronymi Aleandri. Nam mi- 
" Hi genius illius ex domes tic ocon\\ciu adeo cognitus per* 
" spectusque est,w* ipsesibi non possit esse notior." Erasm* 

Epist. 

•f Auguft, 1797. 
* Added 1796.. 
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Epist. 370. c. 1755. Oper. Ed. Opt. Fol. My horizon- 
tal range among literary men is rather extensive, and yet 
(strange to tell) I have not discovered one in learning 
and sagacity superior to Erasmus. But I know many a 
Divine who had better take la Bruyere's advice, and 
" As he cannot be an Erasmus, may as well think of 
being a Bishop. 9 * Let such persons consider well this 
instance which is on record, and then with oracular pre* 
sumption, and (as I hear they are scholars) let them 
declare of the author of the P. of L. in full chorus with 
the Tragedian, 

Tk, ovrn a 0e(T7r*e7rs<« 
AeXQt; gnre Ylsrpx 
Appnr otppmrm TeXgo-avTO'* 

Soph. Md* Tyrann. v. 47 1. 
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PART I.* 



THE AUTHOR AND OCTAVIUS, 

THE AUTHOR. 

I who once deem'd my race of labour run, 

And camps, and courts, and crowds, and senates shun, ■ 

Still to the public raise no venal voice, 

In all the freedom of spontaneous choice, 

Through tracts aloft on daring pinions rove, jf 

Where'er by duty borne, or led by love. 

Yet not unconscious of this awful age, 
I mark what new conflicting systems rage, 

B Systems 



* First published in May 1794; 

?ART I. 
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Systems which laugh to scorn th' avenging rod, 
And hurl defiance to the throne of God io 

Shake pestilence abroad with madd'ning sweep, 
And grant no pause — but everlasting sleep ! (b) 
Blood-guiltiness their crime ; witty hell they cope ; 
No flesh, no spirit now must rest in hope, 
But under foliage dark and cypress gloom 15 

The /V^ sculptured mock'ry marks, and seals the tomb. 

New lights on all, but on the Poet, rise, 
Still can he smile, and with no murm'ring sighs 
Can own well-pleas'd, that now the meanest bard, 
Bavius, (d) or Maro, finds the same regard ; 20 

Not 

(b) This alludes to the French decree which abolishes, tj 
lmv 9 (1793) a futurity of existence. Impiety and absurdity are 
the natural consequences of their principles. 

(c) The French have also decreed, that in every church-yard 
trees shall be planted, and the figure of sleep erected pointing 
to the tombs ; and this sleep they decree to be eternal. N. B. 
This was the fact, when this First Part of the Pursuits of Litera- 
ture was first published in May 1794*— It may be so again, or 
may be so at this moment, 1796. 

(d) The name suggests the honourable mention of a poem 
lately published, under the title of «f The Baviad," or an Imi. 

tatian 
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Not as Maecenas once with partial ray 

Ulum'd the rising glories of his day, 

Whose orb the Mantuan plains alone would warm, 

OrJbeam propitious on the Sabine farm. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Fond, idle,-dull complaint : pray what's your view ? # 
What charter has a poet to renew ? 26 

Yet ah ! why write at all ? The world's so fickle, 
Scarce? is there room for Sheridan fe^said Ticke\\,-(fJ 

And* 

tationofthe first-Satire of Persius. Qua? tibi, qua tali reddens 
pro carmine dona ? — Though the author professes to be conversant 
only among the sheep folds at present, he threaten% a descent 
uptfn the nobler and more reluctant animals. If this be a first 
production, the poet must proceed with the conciousncss of 
genius: he has the ground-work of all excellence, good sense, 
and a knowledge of just and harmonious expression. He has 
divulged his name imprudently. Such compositions require se- 
cresy for their effect ; especially if they are published at an early 
period of life, and still more if the poet commences his career 
with satire. Mr. Pope suffered pure description to bold the place 
of seme for a long time before he took his proper station. The 
author of The Ba<viad has taken some pleasant trouble off my 
hands. The Albums, the Laura Marias , the Jerningbams y An* 
tony P asquint, Mary Robinsons f Piozzis and Bozzi'sg the Phillidas 9 
Bypsipilas, of a turn et plorabile si quid* Unfortunately there are 
too many left. (1794.) 
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And though in tone sonorous, blithe or grand, 29 
The loud Laurentian (g) trumpet through the land 
Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and Rolle, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian (k) soul ; 

The 



(e) R.B. Sheridan, Efq. M.P. I am sorry to say of this extra* 
* ordinary man, that in the realms of wit and humour he is now 

silent. " Unus sceptra potitus, eadem aliis sopitiv quiete est. 1 ' / 1 
Why is it fo^ Politics are transitory ; wit is eternal. 

(f) Sines this was written, the public has lost this very inge- 
nious man. He was the happieft of any occasional writer in his 
day; happy alike in the subjedl and in the execution of it.—- 1 
mention with pleasure Anticipation, the Wreath of Fashion^ tfc. 
fcfr, t$c. and I wifh to preferve the name and remembrance of 
fuch a man as Mr t Tickell.f Poets and ingenious men, who 
write on occasional fubje&s with great ability, are too often loft 
}n the m6ft undeferved oblivion. But we must recollect, that 
even such a poem as " The Abfalom and Achitophel" of Dry- 
den himself (perhaps his greateft prod uclion) was but occafional, 
and written for a party. 

(g) It is hardly neceflary to remind the reader of the political 
compofition of the Rolliad and the Probationary Odes by Dr. 

. Laurence and company. — N.B. The Doc\or may be confulted in 
private at the old blue and iufhmp t on the subject of these state 
handbills. If the political infection is recent, the Doctor re- 
moves it in a few days. 

f Since this was written, it gives me pleafurc to fee an intended edition of 
Mr. Tickeirs Works announced in the pnpers. (July 1797.) 



( 5 ) 

• 

The Doctor may for Fox and Portland vouch, " 
With spectacles on nose, (i) but empty pouch. 
Why must^'M seek this sad Cumaean shore ? 35 
Or why to genius give one victim more ? 

• AUTHOR. 

Forgive me ; — all conspire to waste my time ; 
Languor, and care, and solitude, and rhyme : 
Now while each sage, to fame and science known, 
Ox leaves the field of life, or listless grown, 40 

(k) Reviews his trophies with an idle pride, 
Sick of the dunces rising at his side* 

If 



(h) I am sorry to perceive too much of the conttmptor divim 
in thefe compofitions ; and a little of it, as Mr. Burh, the friend 
of Dr. Laurence, fays on another occafion, is a gretft deal too 
much. 

(i) Shakfpeare fays, ' " Wtth/peBacUs on nofe and pouch onfidcf 
I am contented simply to admire Dofior Lawrence's fpedacles, 
but I have ventured to qualify his pouch. (1794.)— I know not 
for whom Dr. Lawrence now will vouch ; I am certain I will 
not vouch for the Detfor. (1796.) 
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If I may write, let Proteus (I) Priestley tell, 
He writes on all things, but on nothing well * 
Who, as the daemon of the day decrees, 45 

Air, books, or water makes with equal ease. 

May 

(k) I allude to such publications sl$, " Profe on feveral Oeca- 
"jions* accompanied by fome Pieces in Verfe. By George Colman, (8g~ 
•' nior") I think, however, that it is a provident wifdom in men 
ef great abilities, like Mr. Colman, to collect and publifh what 
they wifh to deliver to pofterity as their onvn, Pofthumous works 
are rarely to be considered in that light. 

(1) Proteus PrseJIIey. —There is one \cry material difference be- 
tween this Proteus and his namefake of antiquity. Of the latter 
it is recorded, Sine *vi non ullm debit fracepta\% now our Proteus 
gives precept upon precept , line upon line ; here a little and there a 
little \ and is continually obtruding his oracles upon the public, 
without any conpulfion at all, upon every fubject which can, or 
which cannot be known. I believe that Dr. Prieftley would 
difpute very intelligibly upon the famous Germanic queftion, 
In u Ut rum Chimar a bombinans in vacuo pojjtt comederefeeundasinten- 
titnes" But I ft all leave the Doctor to the care of Bifhop 
Horflcy.f — N.B. The Bi(hop now requires a little care to be ta- 
ken of himfelf, (July 1797.) 

§ Virg. Geog. L. 4. 
•f- A$,to Dr. Pricfttey's King-killing wilhes and opinions take a few words : 
«* It is to be rfcrrtted, that the fjtuation of things was fuch, that the 
sentence (&/"df.ath on Charles the Firjf) could not be paffed by the whole 

KATIONM THEIR. R EPRESE NTAT 7 VF.S, folemilly ASSE MBLET) ybr that pUr- 

fofe.*' PrirJtLy en Government, p. 39., How nauft this Reverend Deputy 
iktft to the National Convention of France have exulted on the 21st of Jan. 
1793 ••! The Deputy, however, had the wifdom of the ferpent in not tak- 
ing hrs feat, though he could not afTunac the innocence of the dove. The 

late Mr. Gibbon well underltood Dr. Prieftley 's character and opinions, and 
cuprcffed himfelf fhrongly on that ftibjecl. No roan of difcernment can 
• fee their direSi tendency but with -reprobation, and fometirnes not without 
fear or horror ! (1794; — Lord Sheffield has lately ptrblifhed the correfpon 
dence between Mr. G. and Dr. P. in the firft volume of Mr. Gibbon's Poll- 
humous Woiksj 4>to. Thefc letters arc not unworthy of attention. (1*96.) 
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May not. I' strive amid this motley throng, 
All pale and pensive as I muse along ? 



OCT A VI US. 

Say, would your thought to Homer's pomp aspire, 
Or. wake to loftiest rapture Pindar's (m) lyre ? 50 

Go 

(m) Pindar* s Ijn.—ln this vcrfe I fpeak of the gnat T&e&ami 
but there is an obicure perfon, Ailing himfelf Peter Pindar, of 
whom I fhall fa/ a few words. This man certainly poffefles a 
mind by no means uninformed, and a fpecies of humour : but it 
is exhaufted by a repetition of the fame manner, and nearly the 
fame ideas, even to difguft. He has the power of rhyming ljadi- 
croufly and is fometimes .even gifted with poetry; and, finally; 
he is puffed up with a vanity and felf-conceited importance, al- 
moft without a parallel. This obfeure man has contrived, by 
thefe qualifications, to thruft himfelf upon the public notice, 
and become the fcorn of every man of character and of virtue. 
Such is the blafphemy, fuch the impiety, the obfeenity, the impu- 
dence and the contempt of all decent refpeel, which pervade hit 
numerous pamphlets in verfe, that the reader is ill repaid by the 
lively sallies-of humour which frequently animate this mafs of 
crudities.- I form my judgment/run his <worh f and not. front 
acquaintance with, the man. Yet I hear that he breathes, a warm 
cinstitutional spirit, becaufe, forfooth, he has told us, in fome 
trumpery ode, of the neccfiity of a king or a log, or a nail; after 

he 
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Go then and view, since clos'd his cloistered day, 
The self-supported melancholy Gray : (n) 

Dark 



he has perpetually reviled, and held up to fcorn every matter 
principle by which government and fociety- are maintained. I 
will not wade a verfe on fuch a character ; but fay hone Illy and 
plainly, that though I can often fmile and fometimes be pleafed 
with the humour and the manner, yet I think I perceive fuch a 
rooted depravity and malignity of heart that, from the confederation 
of his works, I can affirm almoft unequivocally of this obfeure 
man, in the words of the fevereft writer of antiquity, 
Stupet hicvitio, et fibris increvit opimum 
Pingue, caret culpa, nefcit quid perdat, et alto 
Demerfus, fumma rurfum non bullit in unda. f / 1 

N.B. This man's works (now publifhed) amount in value to 
above four guineas ; but we are informed that a fet may be had for 

TWO GUINEAS AND A HALF IN 4TO, Of for TWOGUJNEAS infour 

volumes %*vo !!! — What an inducement to a purchafer ! (1794)— 
Poller ity (if it can be fuppofed that fuch train fhould exift) will be 
aftonifjied, that the prefent age could look with patience on fuch 
malignant ribaldry* I am very forry, that Mr. Rofcoe in his ad- 
mirable life of Lorenzo de Medici, and The Britifh Critic, (I fup- 
pofe inadvertently) fhould give any portion of it the flighted ap- 
probation* For fhame ! Non bac in fadera! (1796.) \3 

(n) This character of Mr. Gray is drawn from the confider- 
ation of his Memoirs and Letters, publifhed by Mr. Mason* 



f Pen, Sat. 3, v.,3*» 



(?) 

Dark with his morn of life, and bleak the spring, 
Without one fostering ray from Britain's king: \nn) 
Granta's dull abbots caft a side-long glance, 55 
And Levlte gownsmen hugg'd their ignorance. 
With his high spirit strove the master-bard, 
And was his own exceeding great reward - 9 (0) 
Years without hope in tardy courses pass, 
'Till, some few grains yet ling'ring in his glass, 60 
He rose late-heeded by patrician care, (p) 
Though private friendship help'd him to the chair. 

Saw you not Mason stand with down- cast eye, 
While great Augustus pass'd unconscious by ? (fi/i) 

C 'TilK 

(nn) If I have read Mr. Gray's Letters rightly, I believe he 
neither fought nor wHhed for royal favour* I wifli however 
that it Bad been ofered to the firft poet and the firft fcholar of the 
age. 

(0) «« I am thy exceeding great reward." 

Gtnefis % chap. xv. ver I. 

(f) .He was apjiointed Profefor ofModtrn Hiflory in the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, late in life; by the Doke of Grafton the 
Chancellor, at the particular recommendation (as it was ftrongly * 
believed) of Mr. Stowih aw£R. 

ffjf) Thedifeerrirhentof his Majcfty George the Third in 

poetical merit is acknowledged in the patronage of Dr. Seattle, 

Atnhdf of Thf SKioflrcl, and of Mr. Cqwpef, Author if The 

Taft. Sfr. Mafon muft hare been tvcrlwfod for a particular 

Part I, r^eafori. 
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'Till wrapt in terrors of avenging night, 65 

He starts Macgreggor (q) with dilated might. 

Have you not seen neglected Penrose (r) bloom, 
Then sink unhonour'd in the village tomb ? 
Content a curate's humble path he trod, 
Now, with the poor in spirit, rests with God, 70 

- To worth untitled would your fancy turn ? 

The Muse all friendless wept o'er Mickle's urn : 

Mickle 

reafon. I flirewdly fufpe£ that Mr. Stonehewer (the common 
friend of Mr. Gray and Mr. Mafon) could account for it. 

(q) See the Heroic Epifile to Sir William Chambers, and the 
Heroic Foftcript to the Public, by Malcolm Macgreggor, £fq. 
A friend of mine has aflured me that I am wrong in this conjee* 
ture, and I.muft own that the Epifile to Sbebbeare, and the Dean 
and the Squire, attributed to the fame author, have diminifhed my 
confidence in it's probability. Bat as I had written the lines, 
they may Hand as a tribute of gratitude to a man from whofe 
acknowledged poetry I confefs myfelf to have received much 
delight. The drains of Musaus and the Druid minftrels have 
(till their charms, and he mud have cold feelings who cannot be 
moved by the fimplicity of Elfrida. The Engli/b Garden? though 
with fome faults, deferves the thanks of every admirer of our 
national tafte. (1794 ) 

(r) Seethe Flights of Fancy, 4to by Thomas Penrofe, Curate of 
Newhurf, Berks. The names of the poems alluded to are- thefe, 
The, Helmets, ?be Caroufal of Odin, and Madness.— He publithe^ 
these iimftlf, and no more; and I fpeak of thefe. No autho 
fhould be judged for pofthumous works, publifhed by friends, ex 
cept he ordered them to be publifhed after his deceafc. 
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Mickle, who bade the strong poetic tide 

Roll o'er Britannia's shores in Lusitanian pride. 0) 

AUTHOR. 

Then I must suit the temper of these times, 75 
Degraded now to mere historic rhymes, 
And last be hail'd, in some sagacious page, 
The finest brightest poet of the age, 
And that with grave solemnity so sad, 79 

Faith, 'tis enough to make poor Hay ley (t) mad. 

C2 No: 

(s) William Julius Mickle, a man of genius, and of 
great poetical powers. He tranflated the Lusiad of Camotns in a 
free paraphraftic manner, but with the fpirit of an original poet* 
I never coold account for the neglect of fo very poetical a work. 

(t) Hayhj.— Piger fcribendi ferre laborem, 

Scribendi recte, nam ut muhum nil moror.f | ?/. 
The notes which Mr. Hay ley, who is a very ingenious man 
and a pleafing fcholar, has written on his various poems are 
yery amufing, and not unfrcquently afford much inft ruction. 
Had he but learned the art 0/ blotting^ he might possibly have 
attained confiderable eminence, and pres&vtd it ; but as he is in 
general too feeble, tedious, and insufferably prolix, confequently, 
fee. Sec. See Horace, who has pronounced an irreverfible fen- 
tence on all fuch perfons fliling themfelves poets, bvwwtr nniumi- 
nw their works may be. 

* Hor. 1. L. 1. Sat, 4 v. 12. 
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No : though in vain I may attempt to please, 
I'll write with learning what I think with ease. 

What ?--^from the Muse, by cryptogamic (v) stealth, 
Must I purloin her native sterling wealth ? 
In filmy, gawzy, gossamery lines, 85 

With lucid language, and mod dark designs, 

In 

(<v) See the Botanic Garden and Loves of the Plants, by Dr. 
Dai win. I wifh men would perufe the treatife de Caufis Corrupt 
!; t* EloQuenti* % before they attempt by prettintfts, glittering 
words, points^ conceits, and forced thoughts, to facrifice propriety 
and juft imagery to the rage of mere novelty. This will always 
be the cafe, when writers in proie, or verfe (if I may be allowed 
to ufe&Mtofo'jphrafe a little metaphorically) «* want hitter bread 
than is made of wheat." Modern ears are abfolntery </<r- 
baucfod by fu,ch poetry as Dr. Darwin's, which marks 
the decline of Simplicity and tpue taftc in this country. It is to 
England, what Seqeca's pxofe was to Rome. Abundat dulcibm 
vitiif** Dryden and Pope are the ftahdards of excellence, in 
this fpecies of writing irvour language; and when young minds 
are rightly iaftituted ia their works, they may without much 
danger, read fuch glittering rerfe* as Dr.Darwia's.They will then 
perceive tlpe distortion of the fentiment, and the harlotry of the 
ornaments* It would alfe be a happy thing for ail natoralifts, 
whether posts or writers in profe, if they would in the words 
of * tiioe pe*& '♦Look through nature tip 10 Natural God!" 
Dr. Darwin is. certainly a man Of great fancy; but I will not 
ceafe to repeat, that gtod writing and good poetry require fomething 

Ou yap ev pfcg(ro«ri xsirai ... 
Aft/pa ^vG-yur/jnTa Moiaav 
T* wrvyfivTi <p spew. 



y?#^te*' fy W a****— *9* t%t.*s*l*/ S&Smity ,?>*—**>£ &£ *?&*<. 
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In sweet tetrandryan y monogynian strains 

Pant for ajiysti// in botanic pains ; 

On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown,- • 

On beds of yielding vegetable down, 

Raise lust in pinks ; and with unhallow'd fire 

Bid the soft virgin violet expire ? (x) 



9» 



Is it for me to creep, or soar, Or doze, 
lii modish song, or fashionable prose? (y) 
To pen with garreteers obscure and shabby, 9J 

Inscriptive nonsense in a fancied Abbty ; (z) > 
Or some fVarkworthian hermit tale endite, ' 
Such ditties as our gossip spinsters write ? 

• Or 



(x) I woold jufl hint that it is a matter of fomc curiofity to 
me to conceive, how yoong ladies are inftruftcd in the terms of 
botany which, are wry fignificdnu 

(y) Ifa&Jb Profe.— I allude to the polling, of fentences, their, 
triads **4 other artificial divifions of jnodcrn profe, bjr which 
the; whole fimplicity and natural dignity of our En^lilh ftyle if 

abandoned and loft* . . 

.■».■. 

(z) Suchtrafh as a pamphlet called Kilhbamftt* dtttfrtg*. 
i$c* &c. in fhort, the whole mugltm ktyrintbh ' 



( »4 X 

. Or rnuft I tempt some Novefs lulling theme, 
Bid the bright eye o'er Celestina (zz) stream; 100 
With fabled knights, and tales of slighted love, 
Such as our Spanish Cato (a) might approve ? 

In Travels for tie Heart (b) and not the head, 
From poft to pillar, and from board to bed, 

Thio' 



(zz) Put for almoft any modern novel,, Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith, Mrs. Inchbald, Mrs. Mary Robinfon, Mrs. &c. &c. though 
all of thein are ingenious ladies, yet they are too frequently 
'whining or frijking in novels, till our girls' heads turn wild with 
unpofiible adventures, and now and then are tarn ted with demo- 
cracy.— Not fo the mighty magician of the Mysteries o* 
UDOLPHO,f bred and nouriflied by the Florentine Mufes in their 
sacred solitary caverns, amid the paler fhrines of Gothic superfti-. 
tkm and in all the drearinefs of inchantment: a poetefs whom 
Arioflo would with rapture have acknowledged, as the 
La nudrita 
* Damigella Trivulzia al sacro speco. O. F; c. 46. 

(a) The late venerable Earl Camden (once Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England) is (aid to have learned Spanijh very late in 
life,, to read the romances in that la nguge, having exhaufted 
tWe Written in Englifh, French and Italian. All the world 
Knows that Cato teamed Grak % at fixty years of age, to read 
the romances in that tongue. ••■'*■ 

. {t) AH ftfchvwork? ias abpund in what is calleo>in modern 
jargon, Thtfublimt initinU offentimtnU 

f Mas. Anne Radclifji. 
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Thro' climes' of various woe the pilgrim lead 105 
•Till Charlotte droops, and master-misses bleed* 

OCTAVIUS.. 

If these disgust, to serious cares attend, 
And make serene Philosophy your friend. 108 

Pen some choice Fragment (b) in the genuine taste, 
Each pow'r combin'd of wit and learning waste; 

Smart 

(b) AHuding to the fwarm of free thinking and democrat 
ticalp^mphlets with which the public has been peftered. It is 
hoped that the interference of the legiflature and the confiitiitional 
exertions of private focieties have either leflened their number or 
deprived them of their malignant intentions. The time for difcra* 
initiation seems to be come. Toleration is fully granted to all 
opinions, fubjedt to the controul pf the legiilature after their pub- 
lication, in the open courts of Jaw by the verdict of *jury 9 in 
which true liberty coniifts. Good order and juil authority mu& 
be maintained with vigour. 

But he is chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed to 
ufe the language a little metaphorically, who, 1 fay,, bath flood 
befwetn the dead and the living and flayed the flague* Edmund 
Burjce ; greater and brighter in the decline than iij the noop 
day of his Ufe and vigour* It would be an injury to name the 

works 

* i. e. By his niaiterly, vigorous, and formidable CKpofition of the 
modern French principles in all the fulnefs of their deformity and in the 
terrprs' of their operation. The fpc^r of Ithuriel discovered and dis- 
played Satan in his proper fhapc. 
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Smart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught, 
Neat be the types and the vignettes high wrought, 
With frontispiece to catch the gazer's eye, 
Treason, the pile, the basis blasphemy : (c) 

Free 



works f whereof all Europe rings; but to his countrymen they 
fpeak with a force not to be refilled • , 

OMNEt 

Ad monetae t magna teftatur voce per umbras, 

DjSClTE JUSTITIAM MONITI ET NOM TEMNERE DIVOS.f (1796) 

(c) The basis) blasphemy.— -This is the progrefs of modern 
Republicanifm. The diflblution or reje&ion of all religious 
principle preparer the mind for breaking every bond of efta- 
blHhed "government, however joft of feafonable, to introduce 
into pra&ice ibme ne*v theory of general good: fo very general, 
as to have nothing to do with the good of the individual* For 
the nature of this general good eonfult the national AfTembly 
and Convention of France : " Agri, edifkia, Joca, poflcfliones 
(coelum et i&ailE prtetermi/erunf, caetera compkxi funi) publice 
iata\ ASftfGif ata, vendita l n Cic. de Leg. Agr. Orat. 3— Mira- 
beau began with thefe memorable words : " Si vous voulez une 
Revolution, il faut commencer pai r decaibolicifer I* France*" 

f On a fecond consideration (1796.) I think it right to name them. 
1. Reflexions oti the Revolution in France, and on the proceedings in certain 
focieties In London Telative to that event. (1790.) a. A Letter to a Mem- 
ber of the National AiTembly, (1791.) 3. An Appeal from the New to the 
Old Whigs in confequence of fome difcuflions in Parliament relative to the 
Reflections on the French Revolution (1791.) 4* A Letter on the Attack 
made on him in the H. of L. by the D. of Bedford and the £. of Lauderdale 
(1796.) S* Two Letters on the propofal* for Peace wtch*tha Regicide Di* 
rectory of France. (1796.) 

+ Virg, JEn, 6, b. I? f 
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Free from dull order decency and rule, 115 

With dogmas fresh from the Sam Sotici school, 
With definitions vague and terms unknown, 
With seeming candour, but imperious tone, 
Mankind's meek friend, and Nature's gentle priest, 
Laugh at Confucius ancK next aim at Christ; (d) 

D Then ' 

(J) One of the most extraordinary treatises of this kind, 
Is a work in French, intitled, " The Ruins : or a Meditation 
on the Revolution of Empires by Mr. Volney, Deputy to the 
National Assembly in 1789." It is written with some spirit, and 
not without eloquence in some parts, and abounds 'with what is 
honJb called Philosophy. The intent of this book is to attack every 
principle of religion in the heart, even the principles of the reli- 
gion now termed natural. Mr. Volney wishes to convince man- 
kind that every pretence to revelation, in every age and in every 
country, is equally false and equally unfounded; andby a jargon of 
1ahguage,and antiquity, and mythology, and philosophy ,he labours 
to confound and b!end/£/z* aifxn uncertain tradition zn&attronotni- 
oz/ allus : ons. And all this is attempted to be done, that the world 
may be prepared for the French Revolution, and the principles 
on which it was effected. In this point he seems to act not with- 
out reason, as the principles of this revolution are lajd in the 
rejection of" all religion, and were so from the beginning of it ; 
though we may be surprised when we are assured, that it is 
" An age */* deliverance for a great people and or hope foil 
autkb earth!!" p. 88.5 The real ignorance of this man 
on the subject of tru$ religion is as conspicuous as the puny lite- 
rature which appears to support his strange doctrines and fool- 
ish 

\ I refer to the pages of the French original. 
- Part L 
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Then bending low, with equal reverence search 
The storied (e) portico, and sainted church, n% 

Till x 

ish opinions. Upon the subject of what he calls the Filiation 
of religions (for the French must have their new jargon of words 
}n every fubject) he says ; u We acknowledge in one word,, thaj 
** all the theological doctrines on the origin of the world, on the 
** nature of God, on the revelation of his laws, the appearance 
41 of his person, arc nothing more than recitals of astronomical facts % 
41 and figurative and emblematical stories of the play of 
u the constellations !!!" (dujeudes const citations.) p. 167. I cannqt 
but acknowledge the superstition and credulity of mankind in ma- 
jiy parts of the wojrld ; but what Mr. Volney would impose uponus 
for the truth j exceeds the bounds of any credulity ever yet 
required. Then he introduces, the systems of idolatry, the wor? 
ship of the stars, the two principles or dualism (a little 
more French jargon) the monde am me, and the monde machine^ 
Mo> c es, Zoroaster, Confucius, and Brama : and last comes 
Christianity. The chapter on this subject is the strangest 
of all, for he declares that Christianity consists in the allegorical 
Worship of the Sun under the cabalistical names of Chris-en, or Yts^us 
or Jesus!!!! " Christianjsme ouculte allegorique du Soleil 9 $ous les 
** noms cabaliitijues de Chris-en ou Yes-us ou Jesus //" And this 
is a formidable opponent! this is one of the guides to whom we 
are to give up our prejudices ! Read any one of the four Evange- 
lists and give your own answer. The impudence of tyr. VqJ- 
ney is at least equal to any other power he possesses, for he re- 
quires of his reader cnlj the surrender pf his common sense and 
common understanding, and the common principles of any know- 
ledge. Yet he demands the admission of all his allegories and 
mystical meanings, (of which, in the true French stile, no doqltf 
\% to be entertained,) and then the world is to be emancipated and 

{Lfiiveifd, 
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Till, wheedling round with metaphysic art* 
You steal Religion from th'unguarded heart,* 

D 2 And 



delivered. From what? — From credulity and fuperftition. Q,E.D# 
tJpon this Mr. Voln6y obfervebj the friefts murmur. I think the 
laity will at leaft do as much, at the words of this apoftie of non-t 
fenfe, blafphemy, folly, and — the rights of mankind, which 
the French neVer fail to introduce, When thejr have laid then* 
all proftrate, civil, moral and mental. This is but a fpeci- 
men of fuch writers to whpm we are to how as the dilwercrs 
of mankind from sitper}lition t and the dire&ors of our minds 
in the ways of truth. Prof effing themfehes wife they art hectme 
fools ! — The beft men are indeed convinced how infer utabfe 
are the ways and works of Providence, and how incomprehenfible 
the nature of God ; and they lament their own infufficiency. Yet 
tney feel themfelves bound by the laws or" reasoning and of 
the fpecific evidence in every great queftion divine and human. 
They are the heft prepared to acknowledge the dejith and height of 
eternal wifdom and mercy, and the difficulties of attaining to' 
this knowledge. They affent to the words of a man of no 
vulgar erudition or mediocrity of talents, when he declares, 
€l Quantis suspiriis et gemitibus fiat, ut quantulacunque ex fart* 
pojpt intelligi Deus !" — Before I dofe this note, t cannot help re- 
minding, not informing, every reader, that even Tacitus, (the fa- 
vourite author of many free thinkers, though I know not why,) 
has borrW tettimOriy to the evidence arid laft futferings 6f Jfi- 
sus Christ, under the procurator Pontius Pilate, in the reign of 
Tiberius. " Aii&or nominis ejus Christ us, qui Tiberioimpe- 
ritante, per procuratorem Ponrium Pilatwn, fupplicio afectus 
cwtk? Annal. ic. S. 44. Yet wc are adored, with an effrontery 
without a parallel, that Christ, or Chris-en is a cahaliftical 
nam^iof the Sun* So is the name of Carsar, of Socrates, or of 

Plato. 
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And in the seesaw undulating play 125 

The moral chorus dic$ in words away, 

■ Thence careless saunt'ring in Vacuna's vale, 
Tune to your listless lyre some Crazy Tale ; (/) 
Dash for applause, nor. seek a poet's name> 
Content with scriblmg and ambiguous Faftie, 130 
From laws of metre free* (which idly serve 

To curb strong genius arid it's swelling nerve;) 

In verse, half veil 'd raise titillating lust, 

Like girls that deck with flow'rs Priapus' bust, (g) 

■- . " Go 

Iflato.' Arc. we not ashamed of listening to . such writers as 
Mf. Vblneyi who address us in so unworthy a manner ? Who 
ever tells a child of five years old in the nursery, that an ap- 
ple is a piece of bread, when the apple and the bread are &> 
fore the child > Yet this is the manner in which Mr. Volney 
would treat tlie whole homan race, men and women, learned 
ahd unlearned. The £<rwra/«cbarac"ter of ail these writers may 
be expressed in language at once awful and true.: " Non at 
" quijudicat vers ; confidunt in nlhitoy loquuntur vanitates; concept- 
" runt' labor em % feperejunt imquitaUm" 

{J)*$ttCra*y Tslcs, &c. and the whole schqol of La Fon- 
taine, '. '», , , . .- . ■■«..■ '. • 
-($) See AKGfiLjqA TKAM^FBgA^'s elegant print; but it 
is tQ/j^e *eme*»ber*d^ thfctvthe subject is purely classical* 
N. B> A friend of mine would .insist upon my perusing a long 
d\squis?iiioaia quarto, o* tub Woniat? a£PMAPUs, (printed in 

■ '; -I . 5 .-; - -•-.: • ■ • x 7 *fr 
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Go turn to Maban, and in Gospel truth, 135 
And Thelyjithoric (A) lore r instruct our youth: 

Some 

1786) with numerous and most disgusting plates* It has 
not been published, but distributed Hberally.t without any 
injunction of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, 
as one would think. As I hope the treatise may be forgotten. 
I shall not name the author, % but observe, that all the ordure 
and fHth, all the antique pictures, and all the representations 
of the generative organs, in their most odious and degrading 
protrusion, have been raked together and copulated (for no 
Other idea seems to be in the mind of the author) and copulated, 
I say, with a new species of blasphemy. Such are, what I 
would caH, the records of the stews and bordellos of Grecian 
and Roman antiquity, exhibited for the recreation of anti- 
quaries, and the obscene revellings of Greek scholars in their pri- 
vate ftudies. Surely this is to dwell mentally inkst and darkness 
in the loathsome and polluted chamber at Capres. Essays on 
Landscape may, I hope, piirify the mind : and as the author is 
conversant with Greek writers and is now at a certain time of life, 
h recommend to him a sentence from an author, who perhaps is , 

not in his catalogue, though Mr.— would be thought aphU 

hjopher: 2o^)i* irpcorcv iyvn tfrrvi % s7rsiroi sipyjtojwj. 

f i, e. By the Dilettanti Society. The folemnity with which the Di~ 
tettanti meet and yrcfettt their valuable works to the chofen few, and the 
infcription in the blank leaf of each frock, are rather ludicrous. The Prefi- 
dent (of the day) *s inverted with a Roman Toga in a Toff of consular pomp. 
Before the vote for printing Mr, — -*-— 's Priapus paffed, I mould have faid 
with Roman sternnefs, J tutor, co/Iiga manus.* — This Roman farce wouM 
(and perhaps may) form the fubject of a legitimate Satire. (1796.) 

: J the author afterwards name* himfelf, and was very angry tfrith mc 
without a caofe. I only did my duty to the public.-— See P. of L. Pact 2. r. 57. 
Note («) £A4ded August 1797 ) 

*• * Liv, Lib, 1, c, 26, 
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Some plain positidh lay, as simply thus* 

Marriage (i) consists in — -acta coitus : 

Laymen may have ten wives; poor priests but one* 

Then growl at British laws in surly tone, 140 

That " loving man must grind with loving wife 

In mold asinarid during life." 

With Thickness^ y^give some uscfulHints for Healthy 

For public good, though not in private wealth ; 

Like 

(i) See a book intitled Thetyfithord, or The Causes of Female 
Ruin; in 3 vols. Svo. 

(i) These expressions, and some that follow, are taken 
Ytrbatim from the book itself; and yet there are persons who 
think that such treatises should be answered seriously. 

N. B. If in this and in a very few other places, I have been 
obliged to introduce expressions rather strong* I beg pardon, 
which will be granted by readers who reflect: for it is im- 
possible to give an effectual exposure of the unwarrantable and 
scandalous licence of some writers without it. The follow- 
ing excellent words will explain my meaning: " The antient sa- 
•• tirists often used great liberty in their expreffions ; but their 
44 freedom no more resembles this licentiousness, than the nak- 
" edness of an Indian does that of a common prostitute." 
Hume's Hist. ofEng. vol. viii. p. 334. {Si sic omnia!) 

(&) Mr. Thickness, in his Valetudinarian's Bath Guide f 

dedicated to the earl of Shelburne, now Marquis of Lans* 

" DOwne, has these words ; li I myfelfam no*w turned of sixty, and 

•* in general i though I have live 4 in various climates^ and fufftrtd 

*• severely 
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Like* him, to shun the cold embrace of death, 
InhaLe in virgin arms ambrosial breath, 146 

Or from the Alps extend to Norway's rocks, 
^Vith Switzer-Russico-Kamstchatcan Coxe, (n) 
Then turn full-fraught from bleak Siberia's shore, 
And leave us just as knowing as before. 150 

Or 

* * severely in body find mind, yet having always Jiartalen of tie 
** breath of young women whenever they lay in my way, I feel none 
" of those infirmities which so often strike my eyes and ears 
u in this great city, in men much younger than myself." Chap, 
v. to which Mr. T. has pat his own name, and he is rather a 
voluminous author. But, alas! what says a witty Italian: 
*-*Bellafemina che ride, vuol dir f horsa chepiange. 

(n) This author is a gentleman of learning, ability and 
information; bnt he is too prolix and too voluminous. A 
writer of Travels should tell the public what he has seen 
fir heard himself and not abridge histories of former times , and 
insert them in his book, or croud it with biographical me- 
moirs of deceased great men. Travels lose their name by this 
method of composition, and the public complain with justice 
pf the npble art of book-making. Mr. Coxe is a writer 
of great respectability, but my fear of his work? pass* 
jng into an example, has extorted this notice from me. I 
Jook upon it as a duty to the public, and to the Common* 
wealth Of Literature* 
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Or bound with Barrington in charming spell, 
Of Irish (o) trouts with gizzard stomachs tell * 

While 



(o) This alludes to a very Ingenious account transmitted ta 
the Royil Society in the year 1774* of a strange fish called 
the Gillaroo Trout , with the gizzard-like stomach. " The first 
•' time, (says the honourable Mr. Barrington) I ever hajr- 
44 pened to hear of this singular fish, was from an Irish Judge, 
•* who being on the Connaught Circuit, at Ballynrobe, in the 
44 County of Mayo, expressed his incredulity with regard to 
• f their existence; but was obliged to pay the common Irijh 
44 wager of a rum/i of beef, an J a dozen of claret, on three or foiir 
c- being produced the next day from a neighbouring lake/* 
The honourable and ingenious Mr. B. next proceeds to in- 
form the Royal Society, that these gizzards tvmnchs are often 
served up at table in Ireland, (which account this R. S; 
swallows with as much ease as it would the trout itself ;) but 
supposing that some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, 
* 4 I could corroiorate this fact, were it necessary, by the testimony 
*' of an Irish' Archbishop" From an Irish Archbishop, by an 
easy transition, Mr. Barrington introduces an Englijh Fis'h* 
monger, and declares with great solemnity, •• I have shewn 
44 the stomach to Mr. Everett of Clare Market , a vety mtetti* 
u gent fishmonger, who declares, that though he has cut u/i thou- 
•• sands of trouts and salmons, he never observed any thing 
u similar in the inside!" See (what are called) Philosophy 
cal Transactions, 1 774, page 116. Enge, bene, rede. I can» 
not help saying to Mr. B. on this occasion, 

Propera stomachum laxare saginis, 
Et tua servatutn consume in stecula rhombum* 

Jur. S. Iv. v. 67. 
The 
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While o'er the bulk of these transacted deeds 
PrimBLAGDENpants, and damns (Ji) 'em as he reads. 
E AUTHOR. 

The reader will observe the rhetorical beauties in this 
short extract. Mr. B. darts from Ireland to England with 
incredible swiftness, from Bally nrobe to Clare-market; then 
come in long array, incredulous Irish judges, and rumps 
of beef, with dozens of claret, not tempered, I would swear, 
with water from any trout stream. Next appear Irish Arch" 
bishops + and intelligent English Fishmongers % (an epithet,' 
by the bye, he denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of 
beautiful language and deep research is expended to convince 
the R..S. of the existence of gizzard-stomach 'd trouts. Yet this 
R. S. not only receives all this nonsensical ichthyological farra- 
go, but selects it for publication by their Council* Of Mr* 
Barring ton's talents and erudition I could speak with pleasure. 
But when such a learned man will write, and a Royal Philofo- 
phical Society will publish such stuff, for the edification of Eu- 
rope, I think it proper to select this (from myriads of late similar 
pieces of stuff ) for public notice, that men of real learning and 
abilities (as I acknowledge Mr. B. to be most readily) may be 
rendered cautious how they commit themfelves and the societies 
to which they belong. The R. S. has been, and might again be, 
of national utility and honour ; it has my best wishes, and there* 
fore I have written this note, (i 794.) 

• (p) It is by no means intimated that Doctor (I beg par- 
don) Sir Charles Blagden (the Secretary to the R. S.) is 
given to profane swearing when he is tired on such occa- 
sions, but such works damn themselves. It cannot be other* 
wise till the Council will exert some discrimination, and refuse 
Part I. to 
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AUTHOR. 

Hear me yet once : (oh might these labours end, 
And I to peace and privacy descend!) 156 

Must I, like Chatterton, (q) that varlet bright, (r) 
Rouse some new Rowle Y(s){rotaz steeple's height ? 

Like 

to shelter themselves under their foolish declaration of not 
answering, as a body, for the works they publish. Every so* 
ciety must be answerable for it's own seme or nonsense, as a 
body, unless they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, over 
their meeting room, " Corpus sine Pectorb !" 

(q) I draw my humble information of Chatterton from his 
life in the New Biographia Britannica, though I cannot com- 
pliment Dr. Gregory on such a meagre performance. They 
•who have time mzy read Mr* Tyrrwhit, Mr. Bryant, Dr. Mijles, 
Mr.Thomas Warton,and all the tribe of major and of minor critics 
(of single and of double pinks f as Mr. Sheridan says in bis Critic) 
on this important subject ; but I have read something about vita* 
summabrevis, &c. &c. and confine myself to the general view of 
this controversy in Mr. Mathias's candid and comprehensive 
Essay. 

(r) " I am the veriest varlet that e'er cbiw'd;" says Falstaff, 
in Henry IV. Part I. Act 2.— Mr. Horace Walpole, now 
Lord Orford, did not, however, seem to think it neceflary 
that this varlet Chatterton should cbrw at all. See the 
Starvation Act, -Wat Strawberry Hiifc* Vide Gregory's 
life as above, &c 9 
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LikeHARDWicKE, (t) shelves with gossip volumes 
Of Baby Charles, and Jemmy's slave and dog ; [clog, 
Of Lorkin's (v) diligence for lords* arrears, 161 
With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers ? 

Shall I new anecdotes from-darkness draw, 
That Strawb'ry Horace of thejrlill (w) ne'er saw, 
E 2 * With 

{/) As to this strange subject, the worst that can be said of 
it is, magna conatu magmas nugas ; but they are trifles rather plea- 
sant and instructive. I am sure Dr. Milles proved a pleasant 
aubject for that chef-d'oeuvre the Archaological Epistle, written 
by Mr. Mason. 

(/) See the Miscellaneous State Papers, published in 1773, 
by the late Lord Hardwicke, in 2 vols. 4to. Letters from 
Baby Charles's dear Dad and Gossip, James the First, and his 
slave and dog, Steenie Buckingham, &c. &c. There are how* 
ever some curious and valuable papers in the collection. The 
noble Editor was a man of learning. 

. (<v) Mr. Lor kin doth use miraculous diligence about your 
•' Lordship's arrears." State Papers, vol. 1. p. 631. N.B. It 
often requires miraculous diligence, even in these days, to get at 
one's arrears. See Mr. Pitt and the Lords of the Treasury, if 
jou can get a sight of them. I never could. 

(w) The Hon. Horace Walpole, now Lord Or ford. The 
owner of the Gothic mansion called Strawberry Hill near 
Twickenham. (1796.) 
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With "wire wove (x) hot Jires£d paper's glossy glare 
Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare, 166 
And with some painting or antique vignette 
Intrance old Boydell's fond subscribing set ? 

Or 

(x) All books of all kinds arc now advertised to be printed 
en a wire-wove paper and hot-pressed with cuts, down to the 
Philosophical Transactions, (the uniformity of which work is de- 
stroyed by this folly unworthy of such a society) and Major 
Rennell's learned Memoir on Hindoslan ; as if the intention 
were, that they should be looked at and not read. As to the 
fury for prints and cuts, even Blackstone's Commentaries are now 
(1794) published in numbers by a Six penny Professor of lawj 
adorned with pretty cuts ; and I hear that the Sixpenny Professor^ 
Mr. Christian', has promised a fine whole length of a Nisi Prius, 
and a rich view of a Chancery suit in perspective, by Bartolozzi, 
who will engrave them himself or lend his name, which is now 
the same thing with some artists, at least the public think so. 
As to these wire weavers or drawers of paper and hot-prcssers % 
must we say to the public, in the indignant words of Apu* 
lei us, " Quosque frustra pascetis ignigenos istos ?" (Apuleii Me- 
tamorph. L. 7. pag*. 157. Ed. Bipont. 1788.) Surely this foolery 
must soon cease. 

I wish every author who prints and publishes his own works 
on a wire-wove paper and hot-pressed, would imitate the honesty 
of the late Sir William Chambers, Knight of the Polar star 
who says, in a letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his 
wonderful book on Oriental Gardening; " It contains (says 
" the knight) he tides a great deal of nonsense, two very pretty 
^r/»tt by Bartolozzi." Eur op. Mag .for Sept. 1793.— While this 
note was printing, I was informed that Co ice upon Lyttleton 

witk 



( *9 ) 

Or tiiust I as a wit with learned air, 1 69 

Like Doctor Dewlap, (y) to Tom Payne's (z) repair, 
Meet Cyril Jackson (a) and mild Cracherode, (b) 
'Mid literary gods myself a god : 172 

There 



ivitb Hargra<ve*s -notes is advertizing to be published on a w*>*- 
<wo<ve-paper and hot pressed. This folly, by such a proceeding, 
mast surely sign it's own death-warrant. I wish, to be sure, 
some of our Statutes at Large could be a little <wire-dra<wn and hot' 
pressed by a Committee of Parliamentary Printers and Compofi- 
tors. 

(y) Put for any portly Divine, nipour la digestion, as Bruyere 
would say. The reader will supply one to his fancy. But he 
must not imagine, that I mean mere London Divines, frequenters 
of routs, plays, operas, Bond-street and Kensington Gardens, or 
chatterers in bookseller's shops, as the representatives of the Bri- 
tish Clergy, who, as a class of men, are in general distinguished 
for literature and philosophy, and for manners correspondent to 
their profession, 

(zj Not that detestable fellow Tom Paine the Democrat, whom 
we all execrate, and who is now 'with or without a head in 
France, I hope in the late fashion of that country (in 1794)— 
but one of the best and honestest men living, Mr. Thomas 
Payne Senior, to whom, as a bookseller, learning is under con- 
siderable obligations. I mention this Trypho Emeritus with great 
satisfaction. 

(a) The present Dean of Christ-church, Oxford, exemplary 
for his diligence and learning • in our University/ as the Dean 
loves to talk. 
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There make folks wonder at th f extent of genius 
In the Greek Aldus or the Dutch Frobenius, 
And for the edification of their souls, 1 75 

Quote fileasaunt sayings from The shijifie of Foles? 
Hold! cries Tom Payne, that margin let me measure, 
And rate the separate value of each treasure : 
Eager they gaze — " Well Sirs, the feat is done ; 
c< Cracherode's Poet a Princiftes (c) have won:" 180 
In silent exultation down he sits, 
'Mong well be-Chaucer'd Winkyn Wordian wits. 
Or shall I thence by mock-appointment stop, 
And joke with Bryant at his Elmsly's shop : 

And 



(b) The Reverend Clayton Crachehode M. A. Stu« 
dent of Christ Church Oxford, and one of the Trustees of 
the British Museum. A rich, learned, and most amiable man 
(to use the words of the son of Sirach ) furnished with ability, liv- 
ing peaceably in his habitation. His library is allowed to be 
the. choicest in old Greek and Latin authors, of any private col- 
lection in this country. 

(c) The famous edition, by H. Stephens, of the principal 
Greek poets, called Pott* Gr<zci Principes. All literary men, from 
the little Reverend Bibliofoli$b Dr. Gosset, well known at sales 
to the humblest collector, understand this farce of margin measur- 
ing, and the profit of it. 
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And hear it whisper'd, while I'm wondrous pliant, 
'Twas Doctor Dewlafi spoke to Mister Bryant, (d) 

OCTAVIUS. 

How just was he, who in this sapient age, 
When learning's varied cares the mind engage, 
Stood up self-taught, and in mankind's defence 
Pray'd for professors of plain common sense. 190 
But say, what think you of the tragic Stage ? 

AUTHOR. 

No — you'll excuse me there, I know this age. 
What ? from the French (e) Aristotelian school, 
Must I plan Tragedies by line and rule; 

To 



(d) t When I name Mr, Bryant, it is a sufficient eulogy. But 
tee more in the Second Part of this poem. 

(e) There are some deep critics who read Aristotle in French 
and quote him in Greek.— I know not what to say now ; the 
French have proscribed Corneille, Racine, &c. 
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To the high Gods address my first appeal, 195 ' 

Then bid the press my hidden worth reveal, 

While round my temples many a tendril plays 

Of owlish ivy with the Mavian bays ; 

And close in mournful pomp the tragic rear, 19^ 

Though Jephson (c} scarce can gain the public ear* 

OCTAVIUS. 

Still there are works which lead to sure reno,wn, 
In the lay habit or the sacred gown ; 
Will stamp your credit at an easy price, 
LearnM and ingenious, (J) or a Vir Clariss : 

Take 

(c) Jephson : — Author of Braganza, Tie Count of Narbonne 9 
&c. My wish is> 

Grande munus 
Cccropio repetat cothurno.+ 
But no more dull Roman Portraits in 4 to.. 

(d) Any person who communicates even a singh nott to the 
modern editors of Shakspeare, is stiled the learned and ingenious 
Mr. two stars ** : the title ofHrCtarissimus is appropriated to the 
commentators on the Greek and Roman classics, and often with 
the same propriety. 

+ Hor. Lib, 2. Od. 1. v. xi. 
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Take Markham's Armorie,(V) JohnTaylor'sSculIer//) 
Or Sir Gile9 Goosecap, (g) or proverbial Fuller; 

F With 



(e) The names of some few books of that vast system of 
toglionerie, or Gorgeous Gallery of Gallant Inventions, which is cal- 
led forth to illustrate our old dramatic writers. It is high time 
that the reader of sense should see what may be called in the 
old language, " the untrussing of these humorous cri- . 
tics," namely, the Commentators on Shakspeare, from George 
Steevens, Esq, downwards. The first chapter of MarUam 9 s 
Booke of Armorien intitled, " The difference between Charles and 
u Gentleman ;" and it ends thus : " From the offspring of Gen- 
11 tlemanlj Japbet came Abraham, Moses, Aaron and the Pro- 
u phets, &fr. &c . 5 also the King of the right line of Mary, of 
" whom that only absolute Gentleman Jesus was born, gentle- 
" man by his mother Mary Princesse of coat-armour, &c."— 
Reader, Mr. Steevens and Dr. Farmer will tell you all this is so, 
and qjJOTBD too, Hen. V. voL ix. p. 441$ edit. 1793 ; though 
yon may begin with a staring doubt. 

(f) John Taylor dedicates his Sculler " To the whole Ken* 
ft nel of Antichrist's Hounds, Priests, Friars, Monks, and Je- 
" suits, Mastiffs, Mongrels, Inlands, arid Bloodhounds, Bob- 
" tailM Tykes, &c.&c.&c. 

(&) 9,^ plays intitled, u Sir Giles Goosecap, Banks's Bay 
Horse in a trance, Pierce Pennyless's li Supplication to the Devil* 
** Webster's White Devil, The Merry Devil of Edmonton, Sec. &c. 
J 1 ' Sec. ; in short, t out c la diablerie dramatiaue" \ 
Part I. 
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With Upton, Fabell, Dodypoll the nice, 
Of Gibbe our cat, (A) white Devils or (kh) old Vice; 

Then 

(h) Of Gibbe our C*/.— Falstaff say s> u I am as melancholy 
*' as aGiBBE-CAT.'* H. IV. p. r. a. i. sc. z. On this the 
Commentators are right pleasant. Dr. Johnson begins, 
fi A Gibbi cat means, 1 know not ivhy t an old cat." Dr. Percy 
informs us next, that 2 G/£»cat in Northamptonshire, means a 
/fV-cat, which in some parts of England h called a ram-cat, and 
in Shropshire a tup cat. Then follow other wise critics, and ktst 
of all appears Mr. Thomas Warterr, who brings a train of autho- 
rities on- this important question, shewing bow Gib is short for 
Gilbert, and fib fop Tiber*; hoi» Jack is appropriated to a horse, 
and Tom to a pigeon s ho*v Chaucer, in his Romaunt de la Rofe, 
mention* Gibbe ow €at y to which-77£ was synonimoiis, as it is at 
this day * r hew we read fn Gammar Gurtmts Needle { which is a right 
pleasant, witty and merry comedy* written by Mr. &. Master 
of Arts) viz. ** Hath no man stolen her ducks, or gelded 
Gibbi her cat?" Upon which Mr. War ton rery gravely ob- 
serves, <c the composure of a cat is almost characteristic, and 
/ h novo not, (see Dr. Johnson's words aBove) whether there is- 
not a inferior solemnity in the gravity o£ a He -Cat/* Mr. 
Steevens tays, " A Gib cat is a cat qualified for the seraglio* 
u for all animals so mutilated become drowsy *r nulanebo- 
l% ly" Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens have left it amatteu 
ot doubt whether tbtir own drowsiness and gravity and that of 
their brother -commentators was in consequence, of &£.. &c% &c* 
(See Abul-Pharagi's great Babylonish chapter, " De Semira- 
" mide, Sapientibus ejus et Eunucbity. Sec") To be sure they 
do sympathize with Gammar Gurton, and «her poor unfortu- 
nate Gibbe -cat. For my own part, I neither can, nor (if 1 
could) would I decide this momentous question; and will 
only add, (without being in the least melancholy or drowsy my- 
self 
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l 

Then lead your readers many a precious dance, 
Cap'ring with Banks's * Bay Horse in a Trance :* lie 
The Housewife's Jewel read with care exact, 
Wit from old Books of Cookery (i) extract : 

F 2 Thoughts 



self) in the words of an author who imparted a manly vigour 
to the Roman muse, u Propria qua maribus tribuuntur, mascuU 
dicas." 

* 

(bb) Old Vice was a personage very frequent in our 
ancient comedies. I beg leave tp present my reader with a 
fart, (and a very short pan) of Mr. Upton's account of hirn. 
" Old Vice was a droll character in our old plays, accoutred 

*T " with a long coat, a cap, a pair of asse? ears, and a dagger of 
u lath. This buffoon character was used /* make fun <with the 
V devils and he had several trite expressions, as, u I'll be with 
*' you in a trice— ah-hah, boy, are you there ? &C.'' and this was 
*' great entertainment to the audience to see their old enemy so 
*' belaboured in effigy. Vice seems to be an abbreviation of 
" Vicc~de<vUy as Vice-roy, Vice dogt % &c. and therefore called 
41 very properly The Vice. He makes very free with his mas- 
04 ter, like most other Vite-roys or Prime-ministers, so that he is 
4i the devil's Vice or Prime-minister. And, (adds Mr. Upton) 
" this it ii which makes him so saucy" Extract from Mr. Upton's 
note on Rich. HI. act. iii. sc. i. N.B. I make no doubt but the 1 
reader will observe the beautiful compliment to monarchy and 
aristocracy most logically deduced. This personage has been 
much patronized of late in France, where every species of 
Vice, old or new, is exercised and used without any abbreviation:, 

- to speak with Mr, Upton. 
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Thoughts to stevv'd prunes and kissing comfits suit, 
Or the potatoe, (k) vigour stirring root : 214 

And 

(i) Books of Cookery.— I am afraid that these extracts will 
prove what Decker, in his Gul's Hornbook, calls, " The sinful 
u Suburbs of Cookery." Mr. Collins, (in his PoTATOE-note, 
at the end of Troilus and Cressida) extracts without a blush, 
from the Good Housewife's Jewel, a receipt with all the ingredi- 
ents at full length, " To make a tart that is a courage to 
t l a man or woman." And this is but a specimen. 

Jtfon more probo ; cum carmina lumbum 
Intrant, et tremulo scalpuntur ubi intima ver§u. { || . 

(k) The commentators on Shakespeare are peculiarly, and 
even zealously, studious in minutely explaining and declaring 
all the various modes and receipts which the age of the Virgin 
Queen afforded or recommended for the service of the Queen 
if Love and soft desire. Whole pages are absolutely filled with 
venereal provocatives, with the power of kissing comfits* stewed 
frupesy the virtues of potatoes, eririgo-root, &c. &c. Must these 
comments be stiled the " Pauca siio Gallo qua <vel legat ipsa Ly- 
coris?"-f- I sometimes doubt what book I have in my hand, 
These fair editors give all they can, nor let us dream the rest. 

After awery long note on stewed prunes, by Mr. Steevens,J 
vol v. p. 375, edit. 1778, and vol. viii. p. 529, Edit. 1793, 

" (which 

|| Pcrs. Sat. 1. v. 20. f Virg. Ed. 10. v. 2. 

\ Mr. Stccvcns in his advertisement to the edition of Shakspeare in 1778* 
seems to have had his scruples on the subject of these pious prunes, and virtuous 
bulbs ; " Such, (says he) as would be acquainted with the propriety of Fal- 
staff's allusion to stewed prunes should not be disgusted at a multitude of in- 
stances, &c. &c. &c." — N. B. Some folks are very sagacious, and cry out 
first ; but it wont do. • - , 
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And then returning from that antique waste, 
Be hail'd by Parr, (I) theGuide of public taste! 

AUTHOR. 

*' (which see,) The Reverend Doctor Farmer adds, very 
** properly, that Mr. Steevens has so fully discussed the subject 
<f of stewed prunes^ that one can add nothing but the price?* 
5* (Right: — Hoc defuit unum FABiucio:f Juv. S. 4.) and there* 
fore adds the Reverend Doctor, in apiece called Banks's Bay 
Jlorse in a Trance, 1595, " .we have a stock of winches set 
.*« up with their stewed prunes, nine for a tester." At other 
times these subjects are explained in the learned languages, 
for the use of scholars) as in vol. iv. p. 21 i f edit. 1778, and ia 
vol. iv. p. 80, edit. 1793, by Mr. Steevens. 4t Urticae mari- 
" use omnes /sruritum quendam movent, et acrimonia sua Vz~ 
V we rem so/iitam et extinctam excitant" Johnston. Hist* 
&|t. de Exang. Aq. p. 56* I protest I sometimes think these 
reverend or ir-reverend commentators are about to change sexes* 
or have done so, and set up for ( what Milton in his Apology for 
Smectymn us calls) " Old P relates ses with all their young Corin- 
thian Laity f 'J 1 wonder we have never yet had The Beauties o£ 
Mr. Steevens, of The Reverend Doctor Farmer, of Mr. Collins, 
{the potatoe critic,) &c. &c. as a convenient manual for young or 
old men, who would be young. Mr. Collins has given the pub- 
lic four pages in 8vo. small print, on the astonishing virtues of 
potatoes, (a tempest of provocation) printed by themselves at the 
end of Troilus and Cressida. This useful note wojijd have been 
placed with better grace at the end of " Love's Labour Lost"— 
It is indeed matter of great and offensive scandal to obtrude such 
refuse and filth upon this nation, and upon all the countries 
in the East and West who read Shafcspeare's works. It is highly 
injurious to make Shakspeare the vehicle of so much obscene trash, 
/aked together from old plays, old cookery books and trumpery 

novels. 

# FahrtciuSf i. c. George Steevens Efyuiref 
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AUTHOR. 



What ? — must I enter the dramatic course ; 
Burst through the countless squadrons footandliorse ? 

All 

novels. T3ut, I am told, thepoct must be illustrated. In these 
particulars, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Farmer, Mr. Collins, and 
Mr. (I know not whom) may as well illustrate the latter part 
of the fourth book of Lucretius. The corruptions of our nature 
are the most mortifying comment. They need neither incitement 
nor illustration. A roan of sense, if not of morality, in remark- 
ing on all such passages, would content himself with saying, 
" This or that passage contains an indecent allusion rioruri- 
common in the novels or plays of the time ;*• or at least would 
content himself with a single instance to shew it. Whatever is 
more than. this cometh from a source which is not good. At 
present, there really should be an txpurgatory index to thi best* 
edition, (and in many respects it is the best) of Shakspeare, before 
it is put into the hands of ladies and the younger part of the read* 
of Shakapeare. I believe there is not one reflecting scholar in 
this learned kingdom, who will not join in this and in the follow- . 
Sng criticisms on the present subject, whether the criticisms are 
severe, jocular, or indignant. 

Carsmnaque Aonidum just am que prehawrat i*av !+ 

(I) The Reverend Doctor J?arr, in hi.s dedication of " Tracts 
** of Warburton and a Warburtonian, &c." (reprinted in 
1789) note 8. p. 150, has mpst kindly pointed out to . such 
undiscernihg persons as myself, that " Mahtte, Reed, Farmer, 

I' and 

f Ovid. Mcttm. L. 6, v. 2, 
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All that for Massinger and Beaumont fight, * 
But leave their authors in a wretched plight s 220 

From 

" and Tjrwbtit, have come forward as the Guides of the, 
*' Public Taste;*' To be sure he has added, ** Mr. Steeventj 
** the two Wartons, Burke, and in his critical capacity, Dr. 
u Jothnson." But even in this latter part I must remark a 
strange coalition. With the names of Burh and Jobnson who 
can place a third modern in the same rank ? Of Mr. S tee- 
yens'* classical erudition and ingenuity much might be said ; 
yet alK which he has acknovekdged as bis on»n writing, consists of 
rroteson Sbakspeare. Everyone mu6t regret that the History of 
English Poetry- was left unfinished by its lamented and deeply 
learned authors and as to his brother Joseph's pleasant Commo*- 
2 lace Book on Pope,t it was always amusing to me* But when thef 
title ef Guides of the Public Taste is given to M alone, Re$d, Farmer 
and Tyrwhitt* who are note-makers alone by profession, I find 
myself constrained to look into my Engiish Dictionary for the 
meaning of the wards guide and taste. 

I have selected this passage from the splendid dedication of 
these Warburtonian Tracts, in which a man, in the vigour 
of His faculties and. strength, has not thought it unbecoming 
his character to attack, like a puny whipster, the established 
digpiiy of departed excellence ; and with unbridled licence of 
language has endeavoured to invade the retreat and the repose 
of a most learned and venerable prelate, J now /* full age and 
hoary holiness. I speak with feeling of such a* conduct, and I 
speak, with the feelings of a man ; for what is a mere scholar 
and a quoter of Greek, when he forgets the man ? 1 trust Dr. 

Parr 

J I. think U 'Would be advifeabU to print a new Edition of Popis Wo&iU IN 

quaito, as it is very much wanted, to complete the quarto editions of claflU 

<ai authors, 

* Dr. Kurd, Bifliop of Worcefter. 
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From Cap ell steal, yet never owri the theft* 
And then desert (m) him of his'store bereft. 
Oh injur'd Patron of our noblest bard ! 
Capell, (n) receive this tribute of regard, 

And' 

Parr has severely felt the unmeaning vanity and silly cruelty 
of calling forth again to public notice these tracts, which their au- 
thors long wished to give up to oblivion. Leland, and the 
great and truly liberal Jor tin, 'might have been as ably de- 
fended at another .time and in another place. I cannot be repaid for 
suchindecent conduct by the amusementl receive, (to use Dr. Parr's 
own words) u fom the lucky and lucid intervals between the paroxysms 
'• of (Dr. Parr's) polemic pbrenzy ; from all the laughable and all the 
'• loathsome singularities 'which float upon the surface of his (Dr# 
u Parr's) diction ; nor can I hang with fondness and admiration over 
•* the crowded yet clear and luminous galaxies of imagery diffused 
" through (Dr. Parr's) works, p. 151." &c. &c But if I should 
quote any more of such words, the reader would take the 
Doctor's Greek for English and his English for Greek, and be 
apt to cry out with honest old Doyley, in the farce of Who's the 
Dupe ? (which I am not, but the Doctor may know who is) u I'll 
be curs'd if this is English." Indeed I have no more time or 
flace to allot in this First Part of my poem to Dr. Parr.— I refer 
my reader to the Third Part, in which the Doctor makes a more 
public and distinguished entry. 

(m) There are men now in great vogue who will feel the 
force of these two lines. 

(n) Mr. Capell, the Editor, I call him the Patron f - of 
Srakspearb. This gentleman was of a singular turn of 

mind 
•j* The ITpo<rraT6i/fi/y 
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And may this feeble verse to life and light. 225 

Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy right. 

Must I forSHAKSPEARE no compassion feel, . 
Almost eat up by commentating (0) zeal ? 

G On 

mind perhaps, a little too minute, but of a curiosity unbounded 
.and insatiable. They who are acquainted with his critical writ- 
ings on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into this sp«cies 
of antiquity, and who have considered and estimated bis edition 
of Jthe Poet, will not scruple with me to pronounce him The Fa- 
ther of allltgitimatt Commentary on $ bah spear e. To this gentleman's 
intimacy, and to the knowledge of his most learned investiga- 
tions, were admitted men whom I forbear to name. But mark 
the consequence. His edition was condemned, or I should ra- 
ther say, damned by those, who in the poet's own words, 

'* To his unguarded nest, like weasel critics. 
Came sneaking^ and so suck'd his princely eggs."f 

And when the School of Shakspeare in 3 vols. 4to was 
published (alas ! after his death) we were told forsooth, that 

we had nothing to learn on the subject. Indeed! 1 am pleased 

however, to see that Mr. Capell's Preface is admitted into the 
new edition of Shakspeare, in Fifteen volumes. It will not be 
too much to hope for an edition in Fifty volumes quarto, printed 
On a wire-wove /taper, and bot~pressed. 

(0) I hope the reader will not be displeased with a short 
observation on this subject. — Shakspeare was born in the 
year 1564, and died on the 23d of April in 1616, on his birth- 
day, 
f Hen. 5. Act. 1. Sc. 2, 
Part I. 
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On Avon's banks I heard Action (ft) mourn, 
By fell JBtecft letter ©00$ in pieces torn j 230 

Dogs 

day. It was not until full seven years after his death that hie 
plays were first collected and published together in folio, in 
the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the compa- 
ny of comedians, Hemminge and Condell. They likewise cor- 
rected a second edition in 163 z. It may seem strange to us, 
but it is true, that no other edition of his works was attempted 
till eighty-two years after that, time, when in the year 1714 a 
third edition, was published by Mr. Rowe with very few, if any f 
corrections. Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, Warburton, Capelf, . 
Johnson, Steevens, and Malone, have since that time given new 
editions : but on their several merits this is not the place to speak. 
Mr. Steevens, in the year 1766, published a particular edition in 
4 volumes in 8vo. of all the plays which were printed in 4to. in 
Shakspeare's life-time or before the Restoration. It is printed 
'verbatim from the old copies, and is a most curious and valuable 
edition. Mr. Steevens asserts unequivocally, that •• no proof can 
be given that the poet superintended the publication of any one of 
these himself." Pref. vol. i. p. 14. If this be true, as I believe, 
what can any editor arrogate to himself concerning the genuine 
text of this great poet? I am not speaking of conjectural criti- 
cism, and of an accurate revision of the punctuation which is of 
Teal consequence, but of the actual words themselves as written 
by Shakspeare. The original players, Hemminge and Condell, 
were in possession of the only MSS. which were extant at the 

very 

+ When this note was written (in 1794) Mr. Ireland had not discovered 
the Shakspeare manuscripts, many of which he has since published by subscript 
jf/w. I believe Mr. Malone' s Enquiry, (in 1796) as well as common sense, 
has taught us what to think of the originality of the Plays and MSS. given to 
Mr. Ireland or his Son— This subject is considered in the Second Part 
x>f « The Pursuits of Literature.'* 
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Dogs that from Gothic kennels eager start 
All well broke-in by Coney-catching (q) Art, 

G 2 So 

very time wken the plays were first acted ; and it is probable 
that thtjilay-bouse manuscript cojiy was the only one to which they 
could refer, and no MSS. whatsoever existed after that time. 
Shakspeare appears wholly to have neglected or despised reputa-, 
tion in succeeding ages. It is for this age to amuse itself with 
schools and galleries, and without blame, in my opinion. 

(P) Videre canes; primusque Melampus, 
P am/ib agus et Dorceus, velox cum f rat re Lycisea, 
lebnobatesque sagax, et villis Asbolus atris, 
Nebropbonosque valens, et trux cum Lselape Tberon, 
Labros et Agriodos* et acuta? vocis Hylactor, 
Quosque referremora est; ea turba cupidih2 pr^ed/b 
Qua via difficilis, quaque est via nulla, sequuntur. 
Heu famulos fugit ipse suos : clamare libebat, 
Act mow Ego sum; Dominum cognoscite vestrum: 
Velleiabesse quidem—sed ad est. Ovid. Metam. lib. iil- 

N.B. _It is conceived that this canine metamorphosis of the 
Commentators on Shakespeare, will be received in a pleasant 
point of view without offence ; for I must speak it to the credit 
of oui English black letter dogs, that upon the whole there is more 
harmony among them, (a few cases excepted) than among the 
dogs that worried Greek and Roman authors in former times. 
I sorely may be excused for this caninity, if Mr. Bryant himself 
has been allowed to declare, without censure, that Kvvs; signify 
O* hpsi; : though certainly tbe Hierarchy are infinitely indebted 
to him for the discovery. Bryant's Mythol. vol. j. p. 329, &c. 

. f$) The singularity of this term (which is the only reasoa 
of my introducing it) called for my attention, as no treatises 
or farces, or whatever th^y may be, are more appealed to by 

the 
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So tender ttfthe Paphian notes they move, 

And'seem as they were only born for (qq) love. 234 

Hark, Johnson (r) smacks his lash, loud sounds the 

Mounted in rear see Ste evens Whiji/ter-m, [din: 

Rich, 

rile commentators thafc * Greene's Art of Ccney-catching% 
4t Greene's Groundwork */ Coney-catebing~ y Greece's Defend 0/ 
u Coney-catching 1 Greened Disjtutdthh between a He Coney* 
" Catcher and a She Cdney-CaHber ." As my poor library will 
not afford these valuable books, I profess myself still ignorant 
•f this ancient art of Coney -Catching, and therefore am by no 
means fit for a commentator? yet the reader xaky perhaps 
think me fit for writing a note or two upon these <f Swappers 

** UP OF UNCONSIDERED TRIFLES." (Whit Tale, A. 4. SO I.) 

—I do not agree with. Mr. Steevens that Coney *C at cbhg means 
the art of picking pockets ; (see hit note on the words " Silly 
Cheat," vol. iv. p. 368, ed. i778)-Le*cept there is any pleasant 
allusion, by anticipation, to • some late editions of Shakspeare. 
My poor jackets cannot keep up with these rising demands upon 
them.- Six Pounds Fifteen Shillings ! ! for the last edition 
of Shakspeare, and without any binding \ I cry you, mercy, my 
food Master Steevens ; think of us/toor poets* 

(f?) ** They of love and love's disport 
Treat largely, of their mutual guilt the seal." Milt. P. L* 
See the Comments on Shakspeare, as above, and passim through 
the work. 

(r) Samubl Johnson, L» L, D, The reader must know 
enough of this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brow* 
brass-buttoned coat, and his churlish chiding of every hound 
that came near him, tec. &c. at least it is not jemmy BoswclFs 
'fault if he does not. — Johnson and Boswell ; Avrov xai ®ep a- 
' vevra. But nonxj we must all regret the loss of the cnearfol, the 
' pleasant and inimitable Biographer of his illustrious friend. 
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Rich with the spoils of learning's 2Macft domain, 
And guide supreme o'er all the tainted plain. 

Lo ! first Melamfius (s) Farmer deftly springs, 

r 
(Walter be-Mapes (/) his sire) t^e welkin rings: 

Stout 

Dr. Johnson's comments on Shakspeare are never sullied and 
Contaminated with minute explications of indecent passages: 

He bears no token of those sable streams. 

But mounts far off among the swans of Thames. J 

In whatever Dr. Johnson uridertoook, it was his determined 
purpofe to rectify the heart, to purify the passions, to gUe ar- 
dwr to virtue and confidence to truth. 

(j) Melam/ius signifies a dog with black feet. He is sup- 
posed to have run over the town and county of Leicester, but 
never could be persuaded to give any account of it f — This dog 
scented out the Learning of Shakspeare with true and original 
sagacity, and absolutely unkennelled 'it. This is his proper praise* 
Mr. Steevens says, " Could a perfect and decisive edition of 
41 Shakspeare be produced, it were to be expected w only 
" (though we fear in vain) from the hand of Dr. Farmer, 
*' whose more serious avocations'^/*/ Him to undertake 
" what, &c. &c." See Advert, by Mr. Steevens to Shakspeare, 
Edit. 1793, p. II. Such gravity of compliments between two 
editors reminds me of what Shakspeare calls, "The Encoun- 
tl ter of two Dog Apes." 

J Pope Dune. L. 2. v. 297. 

f I lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended History op 
Leicester. I lament it, but T do not reprobate the Doctor, as he behaved 
in a gentlemanly manner when he declined prosecuting that work, which h * 
real loss to the antiquary and the lover of topography. 
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StoutGLOtrcESTER(^)niarkinP^/^^(i;)advancc, 
Who never stood aghast in speechless trance (vv) ; 24Z 
The sage Ichnobates (w) see Tyrwhitt limp; 
Malone Hylactor (x) bounds, a clear-voic'd imp; 

Nor 

(/) Walter de Mafies was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, 
the Anacreon of the eleventh century. u A decent finest where 
" monkies were thegods,\' % nnd author of the divine ode,beginning: 

u Mihi sit propositum in taberna mori ; 

Vinum sit appositum morientis ori, 

Ut dicant, cum venerint angelorum chori, 

Deus sit firofiitius huic Potatori!" &c. 
(«) Stout Gloucester. — Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester. 
See Gray's Bard. •* Stout Gloucester stood aghast in speechless 
trance." Stanza i. 

(v) Pamfihagus—sigmfies a dog of a most voracious appetite, 
who snaps at and devours every thing digestible or indigesti- 
ble. They who are acquainted with the Divine Legation, &c : 
&c. well know the nature of Warburton's literary appetite and 
the danger of hunting in the same field with him. With all his 
eccentricities this was a noble dog, and there is not one of the 
true breed left worthy of the progenitor, though there are a few 
mongrels. 

(w) Ichnobates means a dog who tracks out the game before 
him. No one was more diligent than this dog, yet he fre* 
quently went upon a wrong scent ; but would never suffer the 
huntsman to call him off, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Canterbury and Bristol. — If I were again to metamorphose these 
hounds into men, I should lament the application of Mr. Tyr- 
whitt's learning and sagacity. " Ilium fro liter at o plerique 
44 laudandum duxerunt, quum ille naniis auibusdam anUibus 

" occupatus 

f Dtmciad B. 3. 208. 
f Hgr, A. 1\ v. **?, 
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Nor can I pass Lychca Montague, (y) 
Her yelp though feeble, and her sandals blue ; 

Asbolus 

u occupatus inter Milesias Punkas Apuleii sui et ludicra lite* 
€ * raria consenesceret." (Vid. JuJium CapitoJinum in Vita 
Clodii Albini ad Constantium Augustum ;} I will however say, 
as to my own part, Ilium pro literato laudandum semper duxi, 
but "with a reserve as to the application of his learning. I wish 
this Ichnobates had been utilium sagax return* 

(x) Hylactor means a dog with a clear and strong voice. One 
would think that this dog was one of Canidia's breed, which 
called from the sepulchre the actual remains of the dead to en* 
chant and stupify the living. This dog has been scratching up 
the earth about Doctors Commons, and has torn up all the Wills of 
the actors who lived in Shakspeare's time, and carried them in 
iiis mouth to the printer of a late edition of that author.— 
But when I speak of rational men, it passes the bounds of ail 
sagacity to divine, by what species of refined absurdity the Wilis 
and Testaments of Actors could be raked up and published to //- 
Imtrate Shakspeare. (See Malone's Shakspeare, vol. ii. p. 186, 
&c. &c. &c. and in the 2d vol. of the edit, of Shakspeare, in 
1793.) A critic for such an ingenious invention should be 
presented with the ahum Sagana caliendrum 9 which would not 
easily fall from his head. — But Mr. M. has redeemed this piece 
of folly by many valuable literary excellencies. 

(y) See her Essay on Shakspeare, chiefly against the French 
critics. A very pretty Essay, and a great many very pretty 
things have been said about it, which I shall not contradict. 
44 Dives agris, dives /tos it is in fcenore nummis" is a verse which 
has always filled a house with sincere admirers, without any 
fattery. N.B. I must observe for the information of posterity » f 

thai 
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Jjbolus (z) Hawkins, a grim shaggy hound, 247 
In Musk growls, and beats the bushes round ; (a) 
Then Porson view Nebrojihonos (J?) the shrewd, (r) 
Yet foaming with th' Archdeacon's (d) critic blood ; 

In 

that the meeting of the female Literate at Mrs. Montague's 
.house in Port man Square, was stiled " the Blue Stocking Club* 

" Fortunata la Calza azzurra e* cToro, 
*' Si grata a Febo, eal santo Aonio coro !" 

Ariosto. 

(z) Asbolus signifies a dog of a swarthy complexion. 

(a) Beats the bushes round. — Descriptive of Sir John Hawkins's 
History of* Music. 

■ (b) Ncbrojdonos signifies a dog that slays the fawns and deer, 

.and so in truth it is ; 

Archdeacons, rats, and such small deer, 
Have been Dick.'? food for many a year. 

And, as Lear says,** I'll take a word with this same learne» 

•'Theban;" my learned Master Richard Porson: but he 

.loves mo titles I It would be better if he did. 

( r ). — Mr. Malone says, the word shrewd means acute, or /«- 
telligent \ Mr. Steevens says, it is bitter or severe. Shakesp. Ed. 
1793, vol. vi. p. 430. Reader, you may chusej or rather com- 
bine the terms. 

(d) The reader may be surprised to find any theological 
writings in this part; but Mr. Steevens's ingenuity has con- 
trived tofireis Mr. Porson's letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travi* 
into the service of Snakspeare ; and by such ingenuky 'who or 

ivhmt 
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In Theron's (e) form, mark Ritson next contend, 

Fierce, meagre, pale, no commentator's (f) friend : 

H Tom 

<oikat may not be/re/Winto it? This is quite a sufficient e*« 
cuse for me, or rather a full justification of my allusion to 
them. See Tempest, vol. iii. p. 68. Steev. Edit. 1793. Mr, 
Steevens stiles Mr. P. " an excellent scholar and a Jiers/iicacious 
tr/7/V;*' in which I most cordially agree. But, if I am rightly 
informed, he thanks neither Mr. Steevens, nor me, nor Di*. 
Farr, nor Dr. Bumey the schoolmaster, nor any other Doctor 
or Mister in this country, for any opinion they may entertaik 
or express of him or his works. He neither gives nor taker, 
1 find the Archdeacon has re-published his work, and in my 
opinion has very wisely declined being led any more by Dick 
and the foul fiend " through fire, and through flame and whirl* 
<c pool, o'er bog and quagmire,^and having knives hid underhi 
** pillow." But the Archdeacon "has had the weakness to print 
his work on &. wire-wove fia/ier and hot.jtressed* Had I been the 
Archdeacon, I should have been contented with the hat -pressing 
by Mr. Porson— hot indeed, hissing hot /—This controversy has 
no good end : learning is good, and theology is good; but tkere 
issomething better, H AyoMY). There is also a writer who say^ 
KaToncxvx&Tai EAE02 Kpiaeus' Is it not so, Mr. Professor? 

{e) J heron signifies a dog of innate ferocity. 

(f) Poor Tom Warton could have told a piteous tale, how his 
historic body was punched full of deadly holes hy this literary Ri- 
chard Hid. — Dr. Percy could make a lamentation or two ia 
some ancient ditty, in a fit or canto. Mr. Malone prrjbably has 
felt a gripe rather strong. The antiquaries — but they have 
ipokenfor themselves^ The Antiquarian Society is amiable and 

harmless 

f Nam possunt vitio nigrum prafigSre Theta. Ptrs. Sat. 4. v. 13, A beau* 
tiful phrase for black-balling a naaoin any club or society. 
Part I. 
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Tom War ton last, Agrtodos (g) acute> 

With Labros Percy (h) barks in close pursuit : 

Hot 

harmless, and from what I have seen, their publications resem- 
ble the subjects of them, Nextw'v AMENHNA xagwa. Who 
"could wish to disturb such repose? 

(g) Agriodoi signifies a dog with a sharp tooth.— I always 
regret the loss of Thomas Warton : in his various writings he is 
amusing, instructive, pleasant, learned and poetical.— Tom 
Warton had rather a kindly affection for the jovial memory of 
Archdeacon Walter de Mapes of the nth century, mentioned 
for his drinking ode in a former note. Mr, W. tells us, (with a 
warm panegyric) in his 2d Pissert. to the Hist, of E. P. that this 
divine Anacreon wrote also a Latin ode in favour of married 
priests, concluding with these jjiirited lines: 

Ecce/r* Clericis multum allegavi; 

Nee non pro Presbyteris multum comprobavi ; 

Pater nosterpso me quoniam ficccavi, 

Dicat quisque Presbyter cum sua Suavi ! 

I quote this for my own sake, quoniam/teccavt\ and am inclined 
to hope that every Presbyter cum sua Suavi, will be as kind to 
the author of this poem on thb Pursuits of Literature, 
Requiescat! 

(h) Labros signifies a dog that opens continually.— -But I forget 
•—Si quis dixerit Episcopum aliqud infirmitate laborare, anathe- 
ma esto. — And thus I take my leave of the whole blacft Utttt 
kennel, with all their wit, and all their follies, and all their 
merry-humours ; and they may both now and hereafter, un- 
awed by their great Huntsman who is no more, and most probably 
unmolested by me, continue to bark and growl; and snap, and 

quarrel) 
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Hot was the chace ; I left it out of breath ; 
I wish'd not to be-in at Shakspeare's death* 

OCT AVI US. 

Here yet awhile (/ ) these honest labours close, 
And leave indignant Genius to repose. 25 8f 

quarrel, and teaze one another, till there remains not a critical 
offal for which they may contend. Et velut absentem certatim 
Action a clament.% — Finally, as to this famous Edition of Shak- 
tpeareby George SteevensEsq. and the whole Black-letter Ken* 
neJl, I must pronounce theEulogium upon it in the words of a gran: 
master of the most finished Latinity of the Augustan age. 
*' Hie Liber est conglutinatus ex tarn multis libris, quot unus 
pinguis Cocus Oves 9 bwesysues, grues y anseresjfiasseres 9 &fc. &c, €jfr. 
c*quere % aut unus fumosus Calefactor centum magna hypocausta ex 
illis calefacere jtossit ///" Epist. Obscurorum Virorum ! 

(/) u Haec sat erit, Diva?, vestrum cecinisse Poetam. 1 * 
So said Virgil, J and so says my friend Octavius, to whosfe 
judgment I submit and write this note in conclusion for the fire- 
j«*/,thatl may offer and recommend to the consideration of all 
Poets, Orators, and Writers, sacred and profane, a sentence 
from Swift, which I could wish to §ee engraven in letters of 
gold as an everlasting admonition. It is this: " To say the 
•• truth, no part of knowledge seems to be in fewer hands, than 
•« that of discerning WHEN TO HAVE DONE." 

$ Ovid. Met. Lib. 3» % Virj. Eel. xo. v, 70. 

END OF .PART L 
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• 

JL WO years have passed since I published " The First 
" Part of the Pursuits of Literature." I now offer a 
continuation of it to the attention of those persons who 
may feel themselves interested in such researches ; the 
subjects of which indeed, in their event, are important 
to us all. What I observed of the First Part, I observe 
of this, and the following Parts, *' that no imitation is 
intended of any former writer or of any former poem." 
That it will attract some attention in some places, I am 
confident ; but it will be idle to make any conjecture as 
to the author. He is and will be, concealed, upon mo- 
tives very different from the apprehension of any private 
resentment. I dissuade every, person from flippant and 
random application of any supposed name ; it is as un- 
just, 



#* 



just, as it is absurd. " Flebit et insignis tota cantabitu* *j 

'* urbe,"+wassaid:of old. I do n$ 1 say thfs, iwif I recom- 
mend to every gentleman and lady of eminent sagacity and 
Curiosity to remember, that there is a darkness which 
may be felt. 

$A to the subject of $atir^ fogeifera]^ Vwil! a<Jtf> 
few words, as they are not wholly unimportant, and ai 
they explain my own ideas. All reprehension oi vice* 
or of folly, or of any moral depravity, must cease at once, 
if it is required of the author of that reprehension, that 
he be blame/ess himself in the strict, or indeed in any* 
sense of that word. But if the enumeration of evils, 
wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of knowledge in 
theory or in practice* and a censure of such actions and 
©fsuch opinions^ be considered as trie production of a 
mind bad, reprehensible, and unquiet rn itself, 1 fear," 
that few philosophers are exempted from the charge. 
In my opinion, the Philosopher .himself is a Satirist, 
speaking tothe' world at large, without a specific refe- 
rence to any nation. The Satirist, (in tKe common 
acceptation of the word) is a writer in' poetry or in prose, 
who addresses himself io a peculiar part of the world, 
and generally to his own countrymen, calling them to a 
view of their faults, follies, or vices, which are^ destruc- 
tive of society, of government, of good manners*, or of 

good 
f Hor. Lib, 2. S. 1. v. 45 
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fbpd Ihdwmire. The philosophic Satirist effect* Ms pur* 
porfe by appealing to man and his nature; the modern 
'poet, supposing and acknowledging the .truth of these 
original principles,' argtres virtually from them, hut di* 
Wets hk attention to existing persons, circumstances', 
opinions, and books, in his own times. He illustrated 
fci$ l diicfrinc;by. that forcible appeal, assisted Ity learning,* 
wit, : aiid ridicule ; with an honest endeavour to uphold 
the common cause of wisdom, of truth, and of virtue, 
without which criticism is malignity, and satire is scan* 
dal. 

According to jthese w i4e as » ^ e wor ^ °f - a modern Sati- 
rist iis trans' tory as to It's immediate subject. But as it 
is a view of life designed f to be presented to other times, 
as well as to those in which it is written, the necessity of 
an author's furnishing Nates to his vzvn compositions is 
evident, to clear up for himself such difficulties as the 
Japse of time, fand indeed of a very little time) would 
unavoidably create. This is a privilege and a liberty 
which was denied to the ancients, which Dry den re- 
jected^ and Pope partially adopted. 

After these few observations, (which I thought neces- 
sary or I would not have written them) I offer this conti- 
nuation 

f I refer t?u rcadt* U Dean Svvift't dedication tt PrJm'c Posterity. 



'( *Hi ) 

nuatidrt of the Poem to ray readers, not withdtat the spi- 
rit of a writer who has endeavoured well. I will also, 
upon reflection, add the words of A man, not to be 
named on such an occasion. "I do not look to be 
•* a&ked, wherefore I wrote this book ;* it being no diflfU 
** culty to answer, that I did it to those ends, which the 
" best men propose to themselves when they writev" 
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AUTHOR. 



All hail to Cestria, and her mitred lord! (a) 
And may Pierian strains for aye record 
That lawn'd Endymion of a happier age, 
Who, wild with rapture and empiric rage, 
On bold aspiring pinion could presume 5 

To journey through the vast sethereal gloom, 
Who, tir'd of earth and dreams of gowned rest, 
Sunk in the elysium of his Cyntiia's breast. 

B But 

X First printed in May, 1796. 

(a) John Wilkins, Bishop of Chester in the last century, 
wrote a celebrated " Discourse concerning the possibility of a 
" passage to the moon." The bishop is, as all bishops should 
be, very serious on the occasion; and as an effectual change of 

Part IJ. air 
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But ah, for us those wizard wonders cease ; 
In war, death, peftilence, or dang'rous peace, IQ 
' - Condemn'd to groan in this disordered hour, 
Victors and victims of th f unhallow'd pow'r, 
That bids the western world or rouse or weep, 
Q'erwhelm'd beneath the formidable deep. 

OCTAV I US. 

What always France ? forbear awhile to rave 1 5 

O'er those, whose every secor^d thought's the grave.(^) 

Learning's 

1 air and climate is recommended in so many diseases, I approve 
most of all of Doc f or ^Wilkms's prescription of a flying cha- 
riot ; and instead oT raving or storming, or fretting about 
the accidents of life, to set off directly— -/or the moon. This 
method of translation, (a happy thought in a bishop,) would at 
once supersede the necessity of suicide, prisons or revolutions, 
when people are out of humour. Besides Dr. Herschell has 
told us what an agreeable place the moon is. I believe he has 
descried th,e surveyors of the lunar turnpike roads, and has ac- 
tually seen their St. Paul's Church, and some of the Selenites in 
a solemn procession. This cannot much' surprise us, as he 
has nearly discovered what the sun is made of, which lies a ///•? 
tie furtbtr frorn us. Upon my word, Philosophy is a very 
pleasant thing and has various uses \ ope of the best is, it makes 
us. laugh sometimes. 

(aa) I can mention, no lines so expressive of the state qf 
prance, as the following adapted from Boileau. 
" Dechirans a 1' envi hur propre Republique, 
Lions contre Lions, parens contre parens, 
pombattent foilement pour le choix des tyrans!" 
j, •■ , Sat. 8. v. 132. (1796.} 



( 3 ) 

Learning's your theme: go bend before that tomb. 
Where other palms and other laurels bloom* 
Where Maro sleeps; or in the Sabine shade, 
Or in severe Aquinum's inmost glade, 20 

Fast by Volterra's (a) dark Etrurian grove, 
With Boileau's [b) art and Dryden's rapture rove* 
Be wise betimes, and in resistless prose 
Leave Burke alone to thunder on our foes. 
Let Wakefield (r) rant, and pallid Thelwall bawl, 
Lords of misrule in anarchy's wild hall, 26 

Such* 

(#) Juvenal was born at Aquinum, and Persius at Vbltefra, 
in Italy. 

(b) Boileau. — The most perfect of all modern writers ifi 
true taste and judgment. His sagacity was unerring; he com- 
bined every ancient excellence, and appears original even in 
the adoption of acknowledged thoughts and allusions. He 
i* the just and adequate representative of Horace, Juvenal, and 
Persius united *u^t bout one indecent blemish ; and for my own part 
I have always considered him as the most finished gentleman that 
ever wrote. 

(f) Wakefield. Whenever I think of the name of Gilbert 
Wakefield^ and look at the Hit of his works, (for I would not un- 
dertake to read them all,) I feel alternately sorrow and indig- 
nation. His learning and sagacity are indeed sufficient to 
entitle him to some patronage, and to the removal of every want; 

But 



( 4 ) 

Stich prophets as ere long Home Tooke may safe* 
And hide and feed by fifties {d) m a cave : 

Let 

Bat his spirit is so restless, his temper is so overbearing and ty- 
rannical, (I speak from the consideration of bis works atone} hit 
contempt for others is so great, and his personal vanity so con - 
spicuous, that even literature begins to be weary of him. But 
when I turn to his religious and political opinions, I find ail 
the virulence and asperity of the reformer, all the insolence 
and even impudence of the assertors of equality, a want of de- 
cent, or even of common, respect to dignified characters, and & 
mind (naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in 
the groves of an university) hostile and implacable to every 
establishment, and with a strong tendency even to * sanguinary 
persecution. I speak of him as a public man; I have no 
contempt of his attainments. But I will never suffer him or 
any other man obtruding himself and his political principles 
and measures upon the public, to pass me without notice ; ox 
as the poet strongly expresses if, 

Giomerare Mib antro 
• Fumiferam noctem, commixtis igne twin's, § 
without the reprehension it deserves. 

(d) By fifties. — '•' Obadiah took the prophets; and hid them \ff 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with tread and water." Kings B. *# 

eb. 

* Sec Gilbert Wakefield's Pamphlet entitled " Remarks on the General Otr- " 
" ders given by the Duke of York to his array, July 7, 1794, respecting the 
* decree of "the French Convention to give no quarter to the British and 
" Hanoverians, 1794-" I only mention this or any of Mr. Wakefield's writ- 
ings for their spirit and- tendency, as the compositions are worth little notice* 
I shaU not at present wander through his Siha Critica, * l Ubi passim palantes 
" Error recto dc tramite pellit." (§) If Mr. Wakefield does not write wirfc 
greater care and ability than he has hitherto shewn, neither men % noigods^ SOT 
iolumm will permit his works to be extant very long. 

§ Virg. iEn. 8. v. 254. 

|| Hor, L. «. Sat 3. "v. 48, 
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Let such Call -Pitt or Granville meanly bold* z$ 
Who calm-'d the terror of Bwke*s daws in gold. (<?) 

You read perchance a minister in books, (/) 
And know an honest statesman by his looks ; 
Think in debates the spirit may be seen, 
In ThiirloW, just, in Wedderburne, serene ; 
In Grenvtyle, firmness ; majesty, in Pitt ; $$ 

And in Dundas, the courage to submit. 

Proud 

ch. 18. v. 4. In the ftrwistens of that most important, and I 
wish I could say, perpetual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing 
seditious assembfies,&c. Sec. &c. it is specified that none of these 
prophets, or lecturers, or diviners in democracy, shall meet in 
greater numbers than by fifty in a cave, or elsewhere t and confi- 
dering the inflammatory nature of their disorder, it is devoutly 
to be wished, that they may be kept upon the same cooling diet. 

(e) " Summos auro mansueverat ungues." Sfafius. A beau- 
tiful periphrasis for giving a pension ; but it is a pension nobly* 
merited. I wish however most sincerely, for the dignity of Mr. 
£urke's character in the present age and to all posterity, that it 
had not been accepted. Tlo\\ov.xv Trpjaiptnv. (1796.) 

(/) I allude to the profound knowledge which busy men 
acquire, of .the most secret designs of the British, or even of fo- 
reign cabinets,— from the n£w*» papers. Nothing is so pleasant 
as to hear men assert without the least hesitation what they kwm 
of the intention of Ministers. I really envy the satisfaction 
they feel, when they communicate their discoveries to such un% 
enlightened and ignorant mtn as myself, 



( 6 ) 

Proud of your keen discernment ;you retire, 
Smit with the fame of Rollo's bard (g) and squire, 
You'd print (poor man !) your satire and your song, 
Correct, as Gifford, or as Cowper, strong. 40 

AUTHOR. 
Yes : to my country's justice I appeal, 
Nor dread the press, the guillotine, nor wheel, 
Nor fulsome praise, nor coldnfcss of neglect, 
Nor all that poets meet, but scarce expect ; 
And since the question I shall never fear, 45 

A rhyming culprit's bold confession hear. 

Plays I could frame, like Ireland, (/; by the score; 
Memory I have, not Middleton (k) has more ; 

Could 

(g) The Rolliad, &c. — Dr. Lawrence has just Informed 
the House of Commons, (who are prodigiously interested about 
the Doctor) that he is of the old School, and that he intends to 
i4 bring forward a. motion to silence that declamation so commonly 
used in the House &c. &c. &c." This is modest indeed, and if he 
effects his purpose, I hope the universal thanks of the House, 
Dinner-troops, Family-men and all, will be voted to him, Nem, 
Con.— "Talk of a Coronation ?"— See The Farce of Peeping 
Tom. (Ndte Dec. 31, 1796.J N. B. The Doctor never made 
the motion. Parturiunt montes, &c. &c. — (added August I797*) : 
(*') The publisher of the newly-found manuscripts in Shak- 
speare's own hand-writing. The reader will find more on this 
subject in the course oi this part of the poem. 
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Could sing of gardens, yet well pleas'd to see 
Walpole (/) and Nature may, for once, agree ; 50 
Could give with Darwin, to the hectic kind, 
Receipts in verse to shift the north-east wind (m); 
With Price (n) and Knight grounds by neglect improve, 
And banish use, for naked Nature's love, 

Lakes, 

(£) The famous witness on Mr. Hastings's trial, the disciple 
of Themistocles. 

(/) See that quaint, but most curious and learned, writer's 
excellent Essay on Modern Gardening at the end of his Lives 
of the Painters, 

(m) See Dr. Darwin's Loves of the Plants and a long and 
pleasant note, in which the Doctor thinks it very feasible to 
manage the winds, (and every thing else I believe) at his pleasure, 
by a little philosophy. I never read any thing so comfortable in my 
life. Martinus Scriblerus will be, after all, a legitimate natural 
philosopher. It appears to me, that Dr. Darwin's ingenious under- 
standing is peculiarly adapted to solve the following problem ia' 
natural philosophy: " Whether, the hy her nal frigidity of the 
** Antipodes, passing in an orthogonal line through the homogeneous soli* 
*' dity of the center, might warm the superficial counexity of our heels hy 
li a soft antiperistasis /" I have given a translation of this great 
and useful problem, (asM<? French Philosopher Pantagruel is not 
quite so intelligible in the original,) that Dr. Darwin may dis- 
cuss it at large in the next edition of his Zoonomia, which is 
much to be desired. I refer the reader to the Creme Philosophique 
des Questions Encyclopediques at the end of Rabelais Book 5. The 
true a earn of their modern Encyclopedia at least, is to be found in 
tbe French Revolution, 1769. &€• 
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' Lakes, forests, rivers, in one landscape drawn, $$ 
.My park, a county, and a heath, my lawn ; 
With Knight, man's civil progress (o) could rehearse, 
Anijtut Hume, Smith, or Tacitus in verse ; 

Or, 

(n) Price and Knight.-f-See the various treatises, all curious 
and in .some degree pleasant, on the subject of landscape and 
the art of laying out grounds. Knight and Pi ice, versus Mason 
and Brown, Retton, Moderator. I have no doubt of the deci- 
von at the bar of taste, but I certainly would not bring the cause 
in the court at Guildhall. With the giants on the jury, and 
Lord Kenyon for the judge, there certainly would be a verdict 
for the Brogdignag Gardeners, Knight and Price. 

(o) See and read (if possible) what Mr. R. P. Knjght calls a 
Didactic Poem, u The Progress of Civil Society in six books, 
.4tt>." I protest I speak impartially, when I assert that Mr. 
JCuight seems to have ho other ideas of poetry, than that of lines 
.and syllables put into a measure with, now and then, some little 
-attention to grammar. I mean when he writes verses him:elf* 
For if he conceives, that the versification of Montesquieu's Spi- 
rit of Laws, Tacitus on the Germans, Smith on the Wealth of 
Nations, Robertson's Introduction to his History of Charles V. 
Stuart on the View of-Society in Europe, and such works, it 
ftcetry, there is no Jielp for him, he must be suffered to rhyme on. 
" Dogmati%er en vet s % et rimer par chapitres"\ It is impofiible to 
criticize or examine the whole in a note, but I will give a spe- 
cimen of such observations as I should make, if I were to go 
\ hrough the whole of this tedious piece of work. Mr. K. is veiy 
fond of beginning all his books, with doubt, like a true philoso- - 
j)her; he always uses the words " WhetJier this, or whether that 
whether the other "-*- is the case, never deciding the point, 

nor 

f Boilcau. Sat, 8. v. 1 1 6. "j 

i 

4 
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Or* while Silenusand his votaries nod, 59 

Quaff Paphian grossness from my crystal {Ji) God : 

G Or 

nor giving even a doubtful solution of doubtful doubts, as Mr. 
Hume kindly used to do. But whether Mr. K. understand* 
himself, even in the very beginning of his poem, may be a 
doubt ; but whether his readers understand him, is no doubt at 
all. He begins thus. B. 1. v* 1. (I take the verses at the very 
beginning, to shew my impartiality.) 

. " Whether primordial motion sprang to lift 
From the wild war of elemental strife, 
In central chains the mass inert con/in d i 
And sublimated matter into mind ; * 
Or whether one great, all pervading soul, &c. 

, Or 

Whether, in Fate's eternal fetters bound 
Mechanic Nature goes her endless round, &c. &C. 
In all this mist and darkness which he flings around him, he 
certainly is little better than Punch in the puppet shew* " Ha* 
«« -zy weather, master Noah;" for I am certain that neither 
Punch, nor Mr. Knight can look through this preparation of 
the poetical sky for the metaphysical deluge which ensues, 
when he is to 

41 Trace out the slender social links that bind 
." In order's chain, the chaos of mankind, &c. &C M 
Ohejam satis~-rBut then I am told there are so many pretty and 
intelligible passages (I grant it, Horum simfilicitat miserabilis !) 
in this and t'other poem {I must mean the landscape;) and the 
ladies say it is so charming to wish to be buried under an oak, 
^and so romantic, see p. 1 53 — «I wish from my soul, that all the 
democracy and infidelity in the kingdom were buried under 
the great guardian oak of England,and the spirit of Mr. Knight 
confined in the stem of it. He might cry out as lustily as Po- 
part II, % Jydorasj 



V 



( to ) 

Or I could scribble (q) for historic famfc* 

Like Gillies, feeble, formal, dull and tame ; (q$) 

Theri 

lydorirs, arid all the conjurers of the Dilettanti might assist at the 
disinchahtooent if they pleased*— N. B. I am infinitely indebted 
to Mr. Richard Payne Knight for the honour he has been pleased to 
confer on my npte in the first part of this poeth oh the Pursuit* 
of Literature; see p. 17, Jkc. of his Preface to his Progress of 
Civil Society.—" JfMr. Knight's bed be a bed of tortures, he ias 
tnade it for himself "j? I did not natiie him, as the author of the 
Jssay " on the Worship of Prjafus," but he has now nanied 
himself. I am glad however that he has some sense of shame 
left, by endeavouring to fk/tlain away one of the most unbecom- 
ing and indecent treatises which ever disgraced the pen- of a 
jnan who would be thought a scholar and a philosopher ; end | 
persevere in that opinion, and could be tempted to copy even my 
former note. J Mr. K. had better have kept to his Princi/iia-^ 
A, B, F, A, xtX. (See his Greek alphabet.) 2 hope he will do 
better in future ; and spare me morfc trouble. I am as tired of 
him as he can fee of me. As Mr. Knight is a Member of Par- 
liament^ I tnust fairly tell him, that if he is appointed Chair- 
man of aoy polite poetical Committee, and any more " re/torts 
Progress, and asks leave to sit again," the motion will be «#» 
gafived by the whole house. (1796.) 

'fjk) * Vitreo bibit ille Prid/u." Juv. Sat. ft. v. 9J. See 
Mr. Knight's Essay on the Worship of Priapus, and my note 
•n it in the first part of this Poem. 

(q) Soon after Mr.. Gibbon had published the. second and 
third volumes of his Roman History, the late Duke of Cumber* 
sand accidentally met him, -and intending to pay him a great 

compli* 

: f I quote Junius in Englifli, as I would Tacitus or Livy in Latin. I " 
•confidtr hira.as a legitimate English classic. ' * 

. J §ec the First Part of the P. of L. I have been told thatFivx Guineas 

is the price of Tht Mfaj on Priapus, if a copy ii at any time to be sold. 
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Then tir'd with truth, like CQxe, to fables stray, 
And vie with Croxall in my notes on Gay; (r) 
I could, like Seward, if for scraps you call, 6£ 

Turn public bag-man, (s) train'd in Walpole's stall; 

C % Or 

compliment said ; " How do you do, Mr. Gibbon, I sec you 
are always at it, the old way, scribble, scribble, scribble"—^ 
There are various judges of historical writing, from Quintilian. 
to the late Duke of Cumberland.— -Dr. Gillies wrote the His- 
tory of Greece, &c. in a manner quite different from Mr. Gibbon. 
But, according to Pliny's good-humoured observation ; Hiitoria 
quoquo modo scri/ita delect at. 

(qq) The epithets in the verse are designed to characterize 
the writings of Dr. Gillies. There is some learning, great dili- 
gence, attention and application, but no marks of genius or 
strength in his compositions, Sed tamen in jirctio. And I wish 
them to be so, as the Doctor is a man of good intentions, and 
of respectable character. 

(r) Fables by John Gay, illustrated with notes by Williak 
Coxe, M.A. F.R.S. F.S.A. Rector of Bemerton, Prebendary 
of Sarum, Domestic Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, 
late Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, Member of the Im- 
perial (Economical Society of St. Petersburgh, and of the Roy- 
al Society of Sciences at Copenhagen, Chaplain to H. G. The 
Duke of Marlborough; &c. &c. &c. (1796.) What will Mr. 
Coxe write next ? To be sure Addison did gravely comment 
oh Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to make any other com- 
parison. (1796.) 

(s) See (for they are very entertaining but very dear) Mr» 
Seward's Anecdotes of distinguished persons, &c. in four vo- 
lumes. I prefer Mr. Seward to every compiler of anecdotes, 

Except the Hon, Mr. Horace Walpole, now Lord Orford. 

A visiu 
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Or to Cytharon, from the Treasury, move, 
And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, (/) murmur love ; 
Could furnish feasts for each Parnassian prig, 
A Fhrence goose, three ducklings, and one (v) pig j 

With 

A visiting library is "very convenient and pleasant to one's 
friends. 

(/) I allude to Sir James Bland Burgess's Poem, entitled, tl The 
Birth and Triumph of Love," accompanied by the prettiest 
little designs of the Amoretti alati by one of the fairest, most in- 
genious, and most illustrious hands \ in the kingdom. Sir James, 
late Under Secretary of State, is very properly, (as all Under 
Secretaries of State, or Chief Secretaries in the Treasury, should 
be,) attentive to his character, and is particularly afraid of the 
smallest Cupid without 4 muzzle. Sir James says, a That boy 
and that boy's deeds sha^l not pollute my measure." St. 1. Now 
when I consider what Virgil and Tasso have said and sung of 
" that boy and that boy's deeds," it* is a little prudish in Sir 
James Bland Burgess, Baronet and Poet, on such a subject to 
have such fears. A poet may be a little playful. But Sir James 
Bland Burgess is right after all ; there certainly should be none 
but the mosf virtuous persons about Secretaries of State, and in the 
precincts of the Treasury, though now and then a straggler of 
another description will be found, notwithstanding the unre- 
mitted diligence and undiverted attention of George Rose, Esq. 
(y) A Florence goose , &c. — See a publication, entitled, " An, 
€t Ode to an Eton Boy, Three Sonnets, and One Epigram:" by 
"William Parsons, Esq. This gentleman is the fairest of all Mr f 
Gray's Critics : he even allows the superiority pf his genius, 
and gives his own verses in Mr. Gray's measure. The obliquity 
pf the understanding is sometimes unaccountable.— Mr. Parsons 

f H. R. H. The Princess Elizabeth, 
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With Spartan Pye (x) lull England to repose, 
Or frighten children with Lenora's (y) woes : 
I could — 

OCT A- 

is one of the Rhyming Quaternion on the banks of the Arno, who 
some years ago made up among them a pretty little volume entitled 
" The Florence Miscellany." The names of this rhyming Qua- 
ternion were Mrs. Piozzi, Mr. Greathead, Mr. Merry and Mr. 
Parsons. Hence the propriety of the term " Florence geese '• 
printed in the Italian type. 

(x) Spartan Pye. — Mr. Pye, the present poet Laureat, with 
the best inteptions at this momentous period, if not with the 
very best poetry, translated the verses of Tyrtaeus the Spartan. 
They were designed to produce animation throughout the king- 
dom, and among the Militia in particular. Several of the Re- 
viewing Generals (I do not mean the Monthly or Critical) were 
much impressed with their weight and importance, and at a 
board of General Officers, an experiment was agreed upon, 
whfch unfortunately failed. They were read aloud at Warley 
Common, and at Barham Downs by the Adjutants, at the head 
of five dilFe rent regiments, at each camp, and much was ex- 
pected. But before they were half finished, all the front ranks, 
and as many of the others as were within hearing or verse-shot % 
dropped their arms suddenly, and were all found fast asleep. !!!\ 

Marquis 

\ Certain kinds of poetry and writing (to, which I have been too much ac- 

lujiomcd) may be added to the number of the Tflrv* Ayaiyct, or So/n- 

' rifics, which great medical writers affirm to be accuftomed no/Jes, motions, 

' &c. &c. in short the 7T0t,<ri rot ZJl/Vfldea. That acute physiciatl Are- 

. tjeus thus fpcaks : — Tttvh ayoiya uTrcurs rcc %uimQ&o m tfaurixw 

l^ivri ev utcoltgi) xa,rax\toic 9 xcci sv Ootkawn n epitope* , noci aiyi- 

mkatv type, xai xviAaran xrunoc, ave/xwv re ' Copt£oc — xtX. 

Aretaei Di MorhiiAcuth Cap. i. p. 75. BeerhaaYC 1731* The whole paffage 

is uncommonly eloquent and senfiblc. 
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dCTAVIUS. 

Do what ? — where will your vaunting reach ? 
Are these a cygnet's note, your parting speech ? 

AUTHOR. 

Spare, spare * till time subdues a poet*s rage j£ 
With blast autumnal, or the damp of age. 
What poet fears to roar, or drink, or sing ? 
For Helicon is now an Irish spring, 
All thirst alike ; which made Sam Johnson think, 
That no man visits where he cannot drink, (yy) 80 
Why should I faint, when all with patience hear, 
And Laureat Pye sings more than twice a year ? 

OCTA- 

Marquis Townshend, who never approved of the scheme, said, 
with his usual pleasantry, that the first of all poets observed that 
" Skefi is the brother of Death." ( 1 796.) 

(y) A tale from the German, translated by the Laureat, 
H. I. Pye, Esq. by J. T. Stanly, Esq. M. P. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
a sort of Blue-Beard story for the nursery. I am ashamed to 
think, that the public curiosity (I will not say, taste) should 
have been occupied with such Diablerie Tudesque. 

(yy) Dr. Johnson's character of the Irish hospitality, ia 6aC 
of his letters or among the Boswelliano) I forget'which. 
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OCTAVIU1 
Truce with the Laureat. 

AUTHOR. 

'Tis but what I think; 
For once T hop'd to see the title sink, 
While piety and virtue grac'd the throne, 8$ 

And genius in lamented Warton shone : 
.Aye, while Britannia cries from shore to shore, 
Augustus reigns; JVTjkcenas is no more. 
Pitt views alike, from Holwood's sullen brow, 
{As near-observing (2} friendship dares avow) 90 

The 



fx) I must own, that unless the Province of encouraging Let* 
ters, which should belong to the great, is administered with wis- 
dam and discretion, it is more desirable that there were no en- 
couragement at all. In confirmation however, of my opinion 
of the minister, I refer the reader to a pamphlet published in 
*795> entitled, u Friendly Remarks on Mr. Pitt's administra- 
tion, by a Near Observer." It is written by a man of foitune, 
independent spirit, and the principles of a gentleman. It has 

been 
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The fount of Pindus or Boeotia's bog, 
With nothing pf Maecenas, but his frog, (a) 

OCT A- 

been ascribed to M. Montagu, Esq. M. P. and it is, I believe, ac- 
knowledged by him. He boldly tells the Minister of his fault, 
namely, an improvident and systematic contempt and neglect of all 
ability and literary talents. " They had no poet* and they died." 
What then? says Mr. Pitt ; history will speak. But &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &c— History indeed may say of Mr. Pitt in the words of 
Tacitus, H. 4. S. 5. " Incenium illustre altioribus stu- 
diisjuvenis admodum dedit, non, ut plerique, ut nomine mag- 
nifico segne otium vela ret, sed quo firmior adversus fortuity REM- 
public am cafe^sseret." — I might proceed and describe him 
as " Opum ( con tern f tor, recti pervicax, constans adversus 
tnetus;" but I cannot pursue him through the integral charac- 
ter of Helvidius Priscus, because I conceive Power and not 
fame to be the principle of this mighty minister of Great Bri- 
tain. See more in a following note* 

(a) In the time of Augustus, during the administration of 
Maecenas, that Minister's seal, bearing the figure of a frog, 
was annexed to all money-bills. I mention this anecdote as cu- 
rious, and perhaps not generally known. It is recorded in the 
37th book of Pliny's Natural History, ch. 1. « Maanatu 
Rana,^ collationem pecuniarum, in mag no terrore erat.'* I also 
refer the reader to the Duke of Marlborough's Gems, vol. a. 
engraved privately, and the elegant Latin descriptions of them 
by the Rev. Dr. Cole, late Fellow of King's College in Cam- 
bridge. —-Nothing is so like as one Minister to another in this re* 
spect ; but it is difficult to refrain from remarking, that Frogt 
were one of the plagues of Egypt. 

§ Though Mr. P. despises money, yet I wish he would give more attention t* 
economy, private as well as public, than he has done. He is deserving of much 
cenfure in this respect. He seems to have forgotten what Mr. Burke once 
thundered in the cars of one of his Predecessors, in the H, of C.(Lord North) - 
" Magnum est Vsctxcal Parsimtow," 
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OCTAVIUS, 



Mere spleen to Pitt; (A) he's liberal, but by stealth/ 

D AUTHOR. 



(b) Octavius is wrong : I am neither a personal nor a poli- 
tical enemy to Mr. Pitt. I think him a powerful and efficient 
Minister, eminently adorned with natural gifts arid endowments, 
and solemnly marked out and elected to his great office. He 
hias talents to conduct, to persuade, and to command. He is a 
scholar ; J know him to be such, and a ripe and got>d one. The 
low yvassion of avarice has no root in his mind ; but the sin, ** by 
which the angels fell/ rages in him without measure and 
without control. To tell a minister, that pride was not made 
for him or for any man, because he has nothing- which he has taoitf 
received, woulii be to argue a gross ignorance of our fallen 
nature. He has no servility in ntm. Firm, constant, and un- 
bending, he has the principles of a man, who knows and feels 
what is demanded of htm by his country. He comes into the ^ 
House of Commons, not to bow, but te J do the business of the 
state, and he does it. • There is not a subject' presented to him, 
eVen casually, in which his ability is not c6hspicutras; :: Hetreairf 
it as if it had been the subject of his continued meditation; 1 in 
the conduct of the Frenta'war, he, his colleagues, and hi* allies 
have been all found f wanting \ but id the principle just, if trot 
steady. — I will add, that in respect to personal individual gratifi- 
cation, \ rfcggrdjiyirj. ?|i$t ^f.TjPEjMOST.FQRTVtfATE MAN UpOtt 

record. Called by the circumstance* of the times beyond human. 

control, and by events not in the wildest range of expectation, 

Part II. he 
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AUTHOR. 



Yes, and he spares a nation's inborn wealth, 7 

Another Adam (c) in oeconom) r , 95 

For all, but Burke, (d) escape his searching eye. 

Stiff 



he was .placed, almost without his seeking it, in the highest pub* 

lie fetation. . Heljpassed at once to the innermost of the temple, 

without treading the vestibule. In the bloom and vigour of his 

faculties, (for he bore the blossom and the fruit at once) and in . 

the prime of |ife, when everything can charm, that which can 

charm the most, Power, was voluntarily offered, to hira,ac-, 

cepted, , confirmed, continued, and established by his King a*fi, 

by his country. His faults, his follies, and his blemishes,, (for, he 

has all) -might be easily removed \ , but I tl>ink he will not remove 

them* He felt at once, as many have done,, the highest ability, 

in himself; and he found what is denied. to most, a full and ade*\ 

quale exertion of it in high office. My hope and earnest prayer 

is, that the termination of hU political la boms, ana 1 , the result of/ 

this just and trenuendous war with the Republic of France^ may> 

be finally to establish " Glory to God in the highest, and on, 

41 earth peace."— *h this the language of an enemy j I respect, 

nay, I would defend Mr. Pitt : I wish him a long continuance in 

office; but-nPERSOUALLY I never can love him. (1796,) . ,■ 

' ' ' . • ..' ■ » ■ ' . • . r.s 

(e) Adam Smith,- the great writer 0» wealtk'and finance 

from whom Mr,' p t itt learned his art. l ' ° : l 

.'I i >i/. r i 



( *9 ) 

Stiff from old Turgot, (e) and his rigid school, 
He never deviates from this wholesome rule ; 
" Left to themselves all find their level price, 
" Potatoes, verses, turnips, Greek, and rice." ico 

D2 OCTA- 



- (d) This is not mentioned ^s a censure on Mr. Pitt for his 
liberality, for I think the whole of his pension merited by Mr, 
Burke.— On this subject, I may say, that in " Mr. Burke's Let- 
ter on the Duke of Bedford's attack on Him in the House of 
Lords," I, perceive genius, ability f dignity, imagination, and 
sights more than youthful poets ever dreamed, and sometimes 
the philosophy of Plato and the wit of Lucian. But what I 
esteem most of all, I hear again the 'warning 'voice of one who saw 
the ajiocalyse, and first cried aloud in England and to all the 
inhabitants of Europe. I cannot describe the whole composi- 
tion better than in the words of that Poet, who would have been 
proud to record the workmanship of Edmund Burke. Bron- 
tes ^ Steropes, and Pyracmon, it will be allowed, have all had their 
share in the fabrication of this informatum fulmen. 

€l Tres imbris torti radios, tres ntibis aquosa? 

Addiderant, rutilitres ignis etalitis austri ; 
/ Fulgores nunc terrificos, sonitumque meturoque* 

Miscebant operi, flammisque scquacibus iras." ( 1796.) 

(e) Mr. Turgot, ci devant Controller General of French 
Finance: the founder of the modern O economic Sr/foo/.— Modern' 
State Oecondmy seems to consist in spending or squandering 

the greatest possible sums in the least possible time. 

\ 
/ ■ ' 

* Virg. iEn. 8. v. 4*9. 
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OCT A VI US. 

Strange times indeed to banter on finance; 
Pray, if you call him frugal, think of France* 

AUTHOR. 

AVell, I'll be brief 5 with Frarlce he must contend } 
There I will own, and feel myself his friend> 104 
And sing With Burke's or Maro's borrow'd fire* 
«' Arms and the man^* till anarchy (/) expire. 

Sedition** 

(fj u Till anarchy expire. ,, -*Jn the just and iheviuble^bufrmost 
fetal and most tremendous war in which we are engaged, affid in 
which all Europe has bled,and yet bleeds in every vein and artery, 
the first object we look for is, fc stability tf peace. But no stability 
can as yet be found in all the convulsive lahmrs of the sanguinary 
nation. That modern Gallic Julia has done nothing but con- 
ceive one mis-shapen lump after another, in the foeculency of 
her political womb, conception upon conception, abortion upoa - 
abortion : and what can we say,' 

Cum tot abortivis f&cundam Julia vulvam 

Solvere* , etjkatt no similes eff under et off as. \ 
We must, I fear, yet wait a season ; (May 1 7964) and whatever 
we have paid, or must still pay, must be considered as the 

f We rauft fay the fame «cw, Dec. 31, 17 96.— We have a little more Jwpf 
ftrtv, Auguft 1797. 
J Juv. Sat, a. v, 32. 



( « ) 

Sedition's crew is bound 5 the gloomy band 

In chains of penal silence musing stand, 

Or doom'd in classic (£) inipotence to rave 1Q9 

Their ceaseless round, within the smouldring cave, 

•The dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 

To fofgc a^d hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 

OCTAVIUS. 

Nay, if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill, 
In Hatseil's (h) clerkly tone, ciear, loud, and shrill, 
And JekylTs (i) comment too. 

AUTHOR. 

*,vri\vrpov, the great price of delivery and redemption ironi 
slavery, revolution, French anarchy, and the disruption of so- 
cial order; when the earth is bursting asunder, and hell yawn-? 
ingfcom beneath; or in language, wjiich Edmund Burke alone 
could reproduce tn English, 

And what wonder? It is Longinus who speaks of Homer, f 

(g) Since the passing of the Bills (in 1795) a g a i nst treason^ 
seditious meetings, assemblies, lectures, harangues, &c. John 
Thelwall read during th€ Lent season* 1796, what he termed 
Classical Lectures, and most kindly and affectionately pointed 
out the dtfec ts of all the ancient governments of Greece, Rome, 
Old France, &c. &c. and the causes of rebellion, insurrection, 
regeneration of governments, terrorism, massacres, or revolu- 
tionary murders ; without the least hint or application to-England 
and its constitution. Shewing how the Gracchi 'were great 
men, and so, byii^plicatLoo,. the Bed fords, the Lauderdale^, &c. 
— -I mostown,.! fear nothing from such Lectures. 

f Long, dc Subl, Sect > ' 



( « ) 

AUTHOR. 

Pray, heav'n, forbear: > 115 
. Come then, I'll breathe at large sethereal air, 

F*r 

(h) John Hatsell, Esq. the very learned, polite, and respect- 
able Clerk of the House of Commons. 1796. — This accom- 
plished gentleman has lately resigned his office, with that pro- 
priety and discernment of time and circumstance and of the 
atatis insidice^ which has uniformly distinguished his very use* 
fill and honourable life in public office. Quando ullum inveni- 
ent parent ! The illustriousSpeaker of the H. of Q. the Rt. Hon. 
Henry Addingtonj (neither inferior nor second to any states- 
man in that House in temperate eloquence, accuracy of know*- 
Jedge, and soundness of understanding) announced Mr. Hat- 
selPs intended resignation in a manner which did honour to the 
sincerity of his friendship and to the sense of the loss of so able a ' 
servant of the public. The House was unanimous in their ap- 
plause. Mr. Pitt seconded the Speaker, and pronounced his 
testimony in — But it is sufficient to say, Mr. Pitt s/toke % 
when that Rt. Hon. Minister thinks proper to assume the lan- 
guage of commendation. — Mr. Hatsell has given a most judi-, 
cious work* to the public; whichall senators will do well tc^ 
consult frequently. Mr. H. will excuse. me for adapting to 
him in this res/iect a few words from (!juiritilian< " Monumenta 
44 rerum posteris quaerentibus^ tradidit. Frequentabunt ejus 
" domum optimi juveneS, et vejam viam, velut ex oracuJo, 
" petent. Hos ille formabit, ut vetus gubernator, littora et por- 
" tus,et quid secundis flatibus quid adversisratis poscat, doce- 
il bit, et communi ductus officio et amore quodam opens."; 
Quintil. Lib. ia.c. xi. s. 1 — Mr. Hatsell will hot suspect the 
hand which has paid this tribute to his character and his merits. 
(August 1797.) 
(i) There is too much of pertness and self-snfficiency in Mr. 
Joseph JekylV's remarks; and I do not apprehend that his witti- 
cisms will ever shake a minister like the Rt. Hon. William Pitt. 

(k) He used to leave his Tusculumy the seat of Steevens and : 
of wisdom, at Hampstead, between four and five o'ctock* every 
morning, to revise the proof sheets of the last edition -ofShaks- 
peaie, 1793, in 15 vol. 8vo. at his friend Reed's chambers, I \ 
heard of nothing else at the time. 

* Precedents of Proceedings In the H, of C. with observations 4 volumes 
4to. 
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Far from the bar, the senate, and the court* 
And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 
(Whom late from Hampstead journeying (k) to his 
Aurora oft for Cephalus (/) miftook, 120 [book 
What time he brush'd her dews with hasty pace, 
To meet (rp) the Printer's dev'let face to face 2) 
With dogs (n) blztMttm% for the Stratford Hunt, 
Thick-flued and coated 'gainst the public brunt ; 
For well I mark'd them all (0) with curious heed. 125 

OCTA- 

(I) c< Hunc ne pro Cephalo raperes, Aurora, timebam, 

Sappho to Phaon. 
I will own, I was always apprehensive of a rape so very soon in 
the morning, on Primrose hill, " earth's freshest softest lap," 
but notwithstanding these early freaks, thejouth is still safe, as I 
hear.' : • 

(m-J " To meet — the Sun upon the upland lawn/* 

Gray's Elegy* 

" (n) See the first part of the Pursuits of Literature. 

(0) I termed the Commentators on Shakespeare out of mere 
pleasantry, ** black-letter dogs." But if among these scholars, or 
in any other description of the learned^ there should be found a 
man, who, with the grace of exterior accomplishment, or the 
fulsome semblance of it ; with the gifts of fortune, and the rank 
©fa gentleman; with a strong devotion to literature without 
remission and almost without example; with acutenessof mind 
and extenbive classical erudition, who, I say, should so far forget 
himself as to practise arts which would disgrace the meanest re- 
tainer to learning: — ^such a man should be found, with fair 
piofe/ssions and obliging attentions, simular of friendship, but 
at the bottom false, hollow, designing, and malicious; who 
jealous of every little advancement or lucky discovery, even of a 
fintfessional artist ^should strive to depress the efforts! of .strug- 
gling laborious merit, or to blast the rival ingenuity of his 
learned contemporaries; who should inflict a wound with more 
than Parthian dexterity, and yet be studious of frequenting the 

company 
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OCTAVIUS, 

Not all j you passV} the grave laborious {p) Ried, 

Friend to most traders in researches quaint, 

Layman or priest, the sinner or the saint ; 

Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive,. I2$J 

Though not Mie (Jiji) Mast err e ( q) Ireland, by your leave. 

He 

company of men of character to/countenance his own ; and fi* 
nally* who should collect and scatter around him the virus lunar c y 
the vaporous drops that hang in any region of infection, that 
the objects of their influence may feel the blast of the enchanter, 
and know not whence it comes. If y I ssy, such a man should 
be found, I shall not name him", and it is not for him to lay bate 
his own conscience by a foolish, appropriating indiscretion* I 
have only sketched out at present such a character in ptoses and 
all I shall say further is, may He, if such a man exist, strive to 
wipe out such actions by more than literary contrition, and 
deeply feel and know that he has lived, throughout the course 
of a life not inconsiderable in its duration, under a fatal error 
and a wretched abuse of time, learning, talents, and accomplish- 
ments.-— This character is left on record, like any of La Bruyere's, 
without even tke shadow of a name* It shall ever remain una^i/iro* 
priated by me. 

(ji) Isaac Reed, Esq. editor of Dodsley's old plays, lately re- 
published ; a gentleipan of learning, information, and ingenuity, 
and greatly respected. I mention this gentleman with particular 
pleasure. 

(Jfft) Alluding to the uniform and constant recktfilicatit* of 
the old spelling of every word in Mr. Ireland's new Volume \>f 
Shakspeare. Mastort for master, bye lot by % brothm* for b*o? 
thrr x kcj &c. 



( *5 ) 

He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand, 
{His mimic thunder rattfing o'er the Strand,) 
On fiefy coursers from Olympiad plain. 
Tossing the torch, in sovVeign splendor vain, 
Coihmand the world's prostration from a$r, i$$ 
" SHAKSPEARfiand JoyB" grayed oil the burning a*r 
In lettered radiance! 

AUTHOR, 

Hold : now is it well, 
In strains like these of manuscripts to tell? 
Of notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-sinjules, 
And all that lawyers feign for proper fees ? 1 4° 

Monks and Attorneys may engage Malone; 
Annius, (r) or Ireland, (s) 'tis to me all one. 

E Give 

(q) The possessor and editor of the MSS. asserted to be 
Shakspeare's : from whose tffictna in Norfolk street, issued the 
tragedy of Vortigern, claiming to be the composition of Sbak- 
speare, acted in March, 1796, at Drury Lane Theatre, and re- 
ceived in such a flattering manner f. 

Saevus ubi iEacidse telo jacet Hector, et ingens 
SarpedonlJ 
f i. c. dmmid by Box, Pitt, *nd Gallery. + Virg. -Ai. I. ¥. 99.' 

Paxt II. 
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Give ine the soul that breathes in Shakespeare's pagei 
Strength from within, the unresisted rage, 144 

The thoughtthat stretch'd beyond creation's bound, 
And in the flaming walls no barrier found, 
The pen he dipt in mind; (ssY— I'll. hush to rest 
The little tumults of a critic's breast. 

What though no Vatican unbars the door, 
No Palatine to Ireland yields its store, 150 

Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome 
Than kings to Granta gave or Bodley's dome. 
Pages, on which the eye ofShakspeare (/) por'd, 
The notes he made, the readings he reitor'd, 

The 



(r) Annius ^as a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, and 
celebrated for many forgeries of ancient manuscripts and in- 
scriptions. See his Seventeen Books of Antiquities. It may be 
proper to observe, that mere vanity was his motive ; he never 
solicited any subscription for his ancients. 

(s) See (for you may) all the farrago of which Mr. Ireland 
possesses the original s 9 numerous beyond any belief; I will not 
attempt to describe them. 

(ss) Tfi; <bu<rz(a% ypotfAfAxreus m, rov x*\apwv cwrofy e%M tiff 
Nw. Suidas de Vet. Auct. 
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The very gibes he scribbled, and the joke 155 

That from the laughing bard on margins broke. 

But where's the dark array, the vefture plain, 

With many a mould'ring venerable stain? 

All fled : a wonder opens to our view ; 

The shield is scower'd,and the books are new : (#) 1 60 

" In her own hues great Nature best is seen," 

So Ireland spoke s and made the black — One Green. 

Eternal verdure bloom in Shakspeare's grove ! 
Where, led by light from heav'n, he oft would rove 
In solitude and sacred silence blest; 165 

And in the musings of his mighty breast, 
All as he scann'd the volume of the past, 
O'er Greece and Rome one wishful glance would cast ; 

E 2 Mourn 

ft) Mr. Ireland asserts that he has the very library of Shai— 
sftearc, with his signature, his notes and remarks &c. in the 
margin of the books, all in his oiunhand-ivrithig. 

(x) Mr. Ireland has not thought proper to preserve the books 
§f Shakspeare' s Library in their original and curious old black 
binding, (as could have been wished;) but, like the nurse em- 
ployed by Dr. Cornelius Scriblerus, he has scow ere d them well, 
and made them all new; and with singular felicity has re bound 
them all in green morocco!!! — N.B. I have written this whole 
passage in the Poem and the Notes, to perpetuate the memory of 
fhis extraordinary event in literary history, which seems to be 
passing into oblivion.— I cannot think that any subject, relating 
to Sbakspeare should be wholly disregarded, (17960 



( a* ) 

Moiirn nofc,jp]eas*dNature cried, their sounds unknown* 
My universal language is your own. x 170 

OCTAVIUS. 

Enough for mfe great Shakspeare's Words to hearj 
Though but iii common toijth the vu|gar ear; 
Without one note, dr horn-book in my head, 
Ritsdn's coarse trash, or lumbejr of the dead. 
When flippant wit, and Book-learn'd confidence, 175 
Alone give right to science, taster and sehsei 
When modest Worth by idle boasting's shewn, 
Then, nor till then, will 1 approve Malone : (y) 

(y) See Mr. Malone's Enquiry into the authenticity of Mr*. 
Ireland's Shakapeare MSS. &c. which he calls (not improperly) 
a Vindication of Shakspeare. The subject is indeed rather 
werlaid by the learned critic, but there is much sagacity and 
ingenuity in the treatment or* it, and I think it is satisfactory 
and proves the point. Still Mr. Malone is too confident and 
presumptuous, and not always attentive to*that politeness of 
character which at feast all amateur critics should maintain. I 
think Mr. Ireland will now hardly say of these manuscripts 
ana 1 original plays of Shakspeare, 

Nunc non e manibus illis, 

Nunc hon e tumulo, far tunatdquefavilld % 

Nascentur violae ?t 

No, Mr. Ireland, neither violets nor guinias.— " Go to bed, 

Basil? 
f Pcrs. Sat, 1. v. 3*« 



( ±9 ) 

See on the critic in " his pride of place" 
Laborious Chalmers drops his leaden maqe« (yy) 1 80 

In 

Basil ; good night, go to bed."(9ee the Spanish Barber.) I have 
just read two pamphlets on this subject, the first by Mr. Ire- 
land's son, and the second by Mr. Ireland himself. The 
shameless effrontery pfTHE boy in avowing himself the author 
of these manuscripts, is only, equalled by the Under solicitude of 
the father for their credit and authenticity, Mr. Ireland 
senior originally rested the whole with his son who, as he con-/ 
stantly affirmed, gave tne collection to him, plays, receipts, 
drawings, deeds, " white, black and grey, and all the trumpery," 
but declined naming the person from whom he received them, 
Mr. Ireland senior now presents us with the testimony of the 
Rev. Dr. Parr, Sir Isaac Heard, Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Laureat 
Pye, Mr. Boswell, &c. who all signed a paper (very wisely to be 
sure) that they were convinced of the authenticity of the papers. 
What can that prove ?— The boy's tale is simple ; he absolutely 
asserts that he forged the whole collection, and gave the papers 
to his father, to please at once and to deceive him and the 
world. A very dutiful and very modest lad ? Do we believe 
the boy? If we do, the business is at an end. The Father 
again and again asserts that he is ignorant of the person or the 
place from whence they came, and refers to his son's informa- 
tion. Now he disbelieves his own son, and defends the authenti- 
city of the papers. Utrum Horum t In short, between them both % 
Father and Son, there appears to me, what the Greeks call a 
dLropyw, a sort of natural parental affection for these manuscripts, 
which is very strange, and which I cannot explain, but which 
quite satisfies me as to the nature of their originality. Mr. Ma- 
lone's learning and politeness have not much to do with the 
business as a matter offact ; and the wh,qle question now turns 
upon this momentous point: " whether Mr. Ireland or Mr # 
Malone is the greatest scholar?*!*— *This is what the logi- 
cians call the Reductio ad Absurdnm ; and there the question may 
sleep, and Shakspeare too. Such titles as these are soon shaken 
from his monument ; 

Ad quae 
Discutienda valent sterilis mala robora ffcus % (Jan. J, 1797.) 

f See Mr. Ireland's pamphlet on Mr. I^alopc's &M*jJ¥ti * JWK r 727\ . 
♦ J uv. Sat, 10, v. 144. 
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frn the wild squabbles of a wordy war, 

Let rabid (*) Porson tell, or griesly Parr, (a) 

Combe, Travis, Ireland, or whate'er the namej 

The breeding of mere critics is the same : 

From royal Phalaris let your views extend i&$ 

To Bristol's wizard stripling, and his end. 

Hear Catcott (i) cry, in chearless life's decline, 
Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. . 
He saw his Bard by Milles's pondrous length [bb) 
O'erlaid, revive in splendor, fame, and strength, 190 

For 



(jtv) Sec " The Apology for the Believers in— (Mr. Ire- 
land's) Shakspeare Papers." » , 
" So fore'd from wind-guns lead itself can fly, 
And pond'rous slugs cut swiftly through the sky." 
Mr. Chalmers is a well informed, useful, and well-meaning 
writer, but too " laborious, heavy, and busy *' in his works* It was 
but a waste of erudition .to throw it away on this composition. 
He always has my thanks for his political information; but I 
wish he had more spirit and a more animated manner. 

( zj Mr. Professor Porson's Letters to Archdeacon Travis 
are conspicuous for their erudition, acutcness, accuracy, viru- 
lence, bitterness, and invective. 

{a) I allude to Dr. Parr's Controversy with Dr. Coombe, cri- 
tic and man-mid wife,about Horace. It seems Dr. Parr was angry 
that he did not assist the little critical man-midwife at the la- 
bour, 4i rite matures after ire partus "% Dr. Parr is more fond of 
a Caesarian operation in criticism* See more in a future note 
to the Third Part of this Pecro. 



( 3* ) 

For Bryant (c) came} the Muses all return, 
And light their lamps at Rowley's fruitful urn $ 
While Cam received the Bard with all his train, 
Though Isis turn'd her current in disdain. 

The 

. (J>) When I Jit st published the first part of this poem (in 
1794) * had casually glanced on the subject of Rowley. See P. 
of L. part I. but since that time having had some leisure and 
more curiosity, I have perused many of the learned treatises 
upon it. I neither have, nor will have, any thing to do with 
the decision of such a controversy as this, which is even now 
scarcely at rest 5 but having the feelings of a gentleman I was 
struck, as I was reading, with the cruel treatment of poor Mr. 
Catcott of Bristol, the sneers upon the penvterer, and the illiberal 
reflections on a plain, curious, honest, and inoffensive man, 
without whose zeal and solicitude, (I speak from the printed ac- 
counts) these singular poems never would have appeared. He 
seemed to say isvith justice, 

Oro, miserere laborum 
Tantorum, miserere animi non digna fertntis.* 

(bb) The edition of Rowley's Poems by the Rev. Dr. Mi lies. 

(r) No man of literature can pass by the name of Mr. Bry- 
ant without gratitude and reverence. He is a gentleman of 
attainments peculiar to himself, and of classical erudition 
without an equal in Europe. His whole life has been spent in 
laborious researches, and the most curious investigations. He 
has a youthful fancy and a playful wit ; with the mind, and 
occasionally with the pen, of a poet ; and with an ease and sim- 
plicity of style aiming only at perspicuity, and, as I think, at- 
taining it. He has contended in various fields of controversy with 
various success ; but always with a zeal for truth and a soberness 

of 

* Virg. JEn. a. v. T4J. 



( 3» ) 

The Boy whom once patrician pjpns adorn'd, 1 9 £ 
First meanly flatter'*}, (u) then as meanly scorn'dj 
Drooping he (dd) rais'd and lenf his little aid, 
The gleanings of a hard and hymblc trade. 
Innoxious man : yet what may truth avail ! 
Blameless his life, and simple as his tale; £6q 

Each 

of enquiry. In speaking of Mr* Bryant I have no necessity, at 

I too often have, to qualify my commendations* He has lived 
to see his eightieth winter (and may he yet long live) with the 
esteem of the wise and good ; in honourable retirement from the 
cares of life ; with a gentleness of manners, and a readiness and 
willingness of literary communication seldom found. He is ad- 
mired and sought after by the young who are entering on a course 
©f study ; and revered, and often followed f by those who have 
completed it. Above all, he has gone forth in the strength im* 
parted unto him, in defence of the holy law made and given by 
God ; he has put on the ruv avojflev vpvoffXiav, the panoply 
from above, and having enlarged his mind and sanctified his 
studies. Be imy expect with humble confidence the consumma- 
tion of his reward. 

NOMEN IN EXEfttPLUftS 8ERO SERVABIMUS JKVO.* 

(cc) Alluding to the Letters written by the Hon. Horace 
Walpole (now Lord Orford) to Thomas Chatterton, printed in 
some magazines or newspapers. I remember to have seen them, 
but I cannot point out at present, the time or date of them : I 
think they were written from Strawberry Hill, but I am not 
sure. 

(jdd) i. e. Mr. Catcott. 

* Milton, ad Patrcra v. no* 
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Each rude jenqiiirerAscijwjerihg taunt he feels, 

Contempt or. insult dogs^hini at his. heels, 

No kind support subscribing fondness pours, 

For him no wealth descends in fostVing shdw'rs j 200 

Yet be truth to future timefs reveal'd, 44* 

" The wound a Varfagave, Iapis heal'd." (a) 

Go now, for moths, and rolls, and parchments search* 

Ransack the chest, the closet,, or the church, 

Brave all the joint associates of A. S4 ao$ 

The jeft insipid, and the idle guess, 

Bind, copy, comment, manuscript and print, 

Take from good-natur'd friejids some useful hint, . 

From Bewick's (d) magic wood throw borrow'd rays 

O'er many a page in gorgeous Bulmer's blaze; 214 ' 

F Alas, 

(a) See Bishop Atterbury's comment on the DiUctus lapis of 
VirgiL— I shall add, I ATPlKiTTATOS, (piXoZcoqo; *** *»«. 

woiCd;, EIX AKPON TH2 nAI AEI A2 eXjiXoxo*. 

(d) Mr. fiewick, the great reitorer of the long lost art of en* 
graving upon wood. L need only mention his iigwes of the 
quadrupeds, and his plates to Bulmer's edition of Goldsmith'* 
poems. Mr, Buhner Is the/printer of ( Bqydell's magnificent 

Part II, edition 
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Alas, for thee ! nor profit hope nor fame, T 

Contempt your lot and solitary shame. 

' Go rathfcr &nd indulge JDramatIc rage j 
All love a public or a private stage : 
Our nobles now, as players, will be seen* 219 

A duke's chaste daughter or a Margravine; 
Fled is the soft reserve and nicer sense* 
Those primal guards of love and innocence, 
Unzon'd the nymphs, like Highland Charlotte clad. 

AUTHOR, 

Why not *//bare ? less shamed in being mad. (e) 224 

OCTAVIUS. 

Hold :— and o'er female failings lightly pass, 
And may Aglaia (/) lead them to ther glass, 

Connubial 

edition of Shakspeare ; a work which, having been uniformly 
conducted on liberal principles and intended for the honour 
of the country, should be patroniied bj tbt English nathn% 

J.' 
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Connubial glories rising o'er their head, 
As life's domestic happier stage they tread, . 228 
There may they look, well pleas'd themselves to find 
The guardians, comforts, teachers of mankind. 

AUTHOR. 

I listen with delight: that strain again; 
I'll bless the sex. 

O C T A V I U S. 

Now pass to titled men. 
Mark, as Thalia calls in graceful air, 
The soft patrician of St. James's square, (g) 234 

F 2 Her 

(*) The dress of the present period has warranted the carica- 
tures of the day, particularly one, which is called " The dress 
of ladies as it will be. 1 ' I write in A. D. Seventeen Hundred and 
Ninety Six. Juvenal, who wrote about the year Ninety Six, said 
on a similar subject, " Nudus agas ; minus est i mania turfss. 9 * 
Sat. 2. v. 71. But strange to say, he was speaking of the dress of 
men. 

(f) Aglaia is the name of one of the graces ; she dictated to 
Mr. Pope the following lines : 

Let not each beauty every where be spied, 
Where half the skill is detent ly to hide.* 
The ladies should remember that the imagination is a busy power* 
* Moral Epiftics. Ep. 4. v. 5$. 
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Her nuftial (h) voice at Blenheim MarlbVaugh heard, 
While lyric Carlisle purrs (i) o'er love transferred. 

Nay 



(g) His Grace the Duke of Leeds, a great patron of the drama 
and its concerns. 

(£) A private theatre often proves a convenient chapel of ease 
to Hymen* 

(i) Purrs.— Dr. Johnson says, u to purr is to murmur as a cat 
or leopard /» pleasure" I have heard that Lord Carlisle {$>uil 
etamer travagliatof Saeri/iante) is writing an opera entitled 
" Angelica e Medoro." Angelica is suppofed to be rather ad- 
vanced in life ; and I think her granddaughter is brought on the 
stage. — 2i/vgTot<n (1796.)— -The Opera, as it is conjectured, is to 
bededicated to The Right Honourable Lady Jersey^ in me? 
mory and in imitation of the gallant and accomplished Medoro t 
as recorded by Ariosto : 

u Delia Comodita cbequi m'e data, 
Io povero Med or &c. 
Ariosto adds, of the noble Earl, or County 

" Erascritto in Arabieo, che it Conti 
Intendea con ben com* Latino" 

O. F. Cant. 23. S. 108. 

f If my romantic memory does not deceive me, Sacripante was jilted by An* 
.gtlica. Sec Ariofto. But fubjects of the higheft importance are prefiing on 
me fo faft, that I am'obliged to difmifi Lord Carlifle, Lady Jerfey, &c. &c. and 
all the jwMj who are dying for places or for love, in the words of the poet, 
IsTe fono a Ferrau, ne a Sacripante, 
(O fia C A RL I c L 1 o) per doner piit rima f 
Da lor mi leva // Trimipt d?A*gl*ntc 9 &c. 

0. F. Cant, 12. s. 96. 



( 37 ) 

Nay Thurlow once, ('tis said) could sing or swear, 
Like PolyJiheme y " I cannot cannot bear;** (k) 
For ah ! presumptuous Ads (kk) wrests the prize, 
And ravishes (/) the nymph before his eyes : 240 

Such 

(I) u Torture, fury, rage, despair, 

<c I cannot, cannot, bear." 
Air (by Polypheme) in tbiStrcnata of Acis and Galatea. 

(kk) Presumptuous Acts. (i.e. Mr. Pitt.)— I allude to a circum- 
stance not generally known ; but which, as I have never seen 
any public notice of it, these lines are meant to record. About 
two years ago the Strenata^ of Ac is and Galatea (with some vi- 
olation, I believe, of the fable, and not a little of the harmony 
and of the melody) was performed in Downing Street to a private 
company. The part of Acis by Mr. Pitt, Fvlyfibeme^ by Loan 
Thurlow, and Galatea, by Lord Loughborough. Mezzi 
Soprani, Lord Kenyon and Pepper Arden, with a sort of 
Messa Bassafby Edmund Burke ; the other vocal parts by a 
select Committee of both Houses a due cori. I was not present at 
the entertainment myself, but was informed, that Mr. Pitt, in the 
execution of the difficult passages , did not sufficiently attend to 
his ojipoggiaturaiy which indeed he seldom does ; that the bar it 01m 

of 

§ Mr. Pitt patronises mmlcal performances on the principle of the 
gads according to Plato ; but with Apollo, Dion us us it not forgotten. 
*' Oi ®*oi oi)trsipavTs$ ocvQpawojv (some MS. insert TToXitihcjv) 

ETTITOVDV ff£$V*0$ ytVOS, TOLq M 80(56$ XCll AwoXkOJVOl XCtl Ai- 

ovvaov Zuveoprao-TXS'etior&V -plat, de Legibus, 1. 2. J In Mr. Pitt's 
musical ministry, the famdus terms of the ExXt/tfi$ and the ExtoXn 
of Bacchius andAristides arc familiar and much used by this great modem artiJK 
The "iaXpos AvrttyQayyoe, (see Athaeneus L. 14. p. 635) between Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Thurlow was much admired by the Cabinet about the year 
1794. 

f All the Catholics know (and wc have enough of them to tell us, as the Mar- 
quis and Marchioness of Buckingham know to their own and their company' s 
coil) that the Mejfa Bajf* is z/tiefnt mafs whifpered by the pricit during a 
tnufical performance * 

% Plat. Op, Ed. Serrani. Tom. u p. 653. 



» 



Such feats his honour little Pepper (m) saw. 
In all the pride of music and of law. 

AUTHOR. 

Jf truth and joke, though pleasingly, combine, 
What credit will attend the motley line? 244 

Where is your trust ? 

OCTAVIUS. 

To this discerning land 
I trust and laugh; there are who understand. 
If from state farces, when the House is up, 
Some seek the green room and with Kemble sup, 

(For 

cf Lord Thurlow was quite Polyphem-ish, and fully sustained ; 
but that it was impossible to do justice to Lord Loughborough's 
diminuendo », when— he died am) ay in the' arms c/Acis. 

N. B. Bishop Hurd would say this note is allegoric, or eleu- 
' sin tan : the late Mr. Gibbon and Lord Sheffield would as stoutly 
deny it. (Written in 1796.)— For my own part I think there 
is much eloquent music in these metafiborsy which record the poli- 
tical conversion of lord Loughborough to Mr. Pitt's party.— 
Ah! le Grand Opera Ul 

(I) The Nymph, i. e. Galatea, i. e. Lord Loughborough. This 
was more than a Sabine feat in my opinion. Who's afraid? not 
Mr. Pitt. 

(m) Little Pepper, i. e. Sir Richard Pepper Arden,1CL Master 
of the Rolls. His legal abilities have certainly been under-rated, 
but I have done ample justice to his musical powers. 
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(For who 'gainst modest merit shuts the door ?) 249 
Leeds says, 'so gentle Lselius did before ; 
Lselius, in whom each graceful act could please, 
In wisdoni mild, and dignified in ease, 
With Terence oft the public cares would shun. 

AUTHOR. 

Terence and Ketnble !— the dispute is done. 254 
I ever mark'd, (deem not the thought severe) 
What bounds divide the actor from the peer : 
Confound 'em, Til believe a saint's a rogue ; 
Andrews writes farce, a Duke the epilogue 5 
Burke may the right of property invade; 258 

Steevens contract the Commentator's trade ; 
To Erskine, Kenyon seem a classic wit j 
Or Paine apologize for holy writ ; 
The Dramatist («) himself and fame belie, 
And quit the stage for truth ^nd honesty ; 263 

Ireland 

(») See a Poem entitled, a The Political Dramatist of the 
44 Housaof Commons in 1795 : a Satire, ad Ed. with a Post- 
script 
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Ireland prove Shakspeare ; Bentley be Malone; 
Thelwall dread preaching, or high-treason, Stone ; 
Who hates hot Merry, Jerningham may love ; 
And Gifford Delia Crusca's self approve 

OCTAVIUS. 

Merry and Crusca ! — Gifford's right : beware ; 
The very ground is his and Bavian air. * Z69 

AUTHOR. < 

No : Pll not seek the tracts his arrows fire 
With light that marks, but marks not to expire; . 
The climes he roams, where'er his footsteps sped, 
I pass with caution or but lightly tread, 
Or pleas'd with flow'rs his fancy best can strew, 
I sit, and think I read my Pope anew. (/) 275^ 

But 

*« script containing Remarks on the Declaration of the Whig 
«* Club on the 23d of January 1796." Printed for J. Parsons, in 
Paternoster Row. This poem is recommended to the public on 
those public principles, which I consider as of the highest im- 
portance to these kingdoms* 



( 4i ; 

But grant the stage is noble : I believe 
Greek's still plebeian,with Lord («) Beigraye** leaver 
Though now some high imperial critics chafe, 275 
To think not JEschylus himself is safe. . . 

G Go 



(I) The author of the Baviad and the Maeviad. Mr. Gif- 
ford is the most co/rect poetical writer I have read, since the days 
of Pope. Upon the whole I give the preference to the Baviad 
after much consideration, though both the Poems may be stu- 
died with pleasure and advantage. — I have not the honour of 
Mr. GiffordV acquaintance $ and indeed, from the nature of 
my retirement, I probably may never see him. 

(0) Lord Belgrade \% learned land accomplished young noble- 
man of the present time. At his first entrance into the House 
of Commons in all the honest enthusiasm of his heart, in 
academic freshness and classic vigour, he quoted a passage 
from Demosthenes in Greek. This subjected him to the idle and 
impotent ridicule of the Dramatist of the House if Commons, whose 
schoolboy memory on that occasion happened to be more accurate. 
Lord Belgrave had done no more than I have often heard from 
Mr. Fox himself, who loves and understands Greek. As to the 
long and illustrious train of our young nobility and gentry, dis- 
tinguished for their conduct and attachment to their country, I 
will say with some spirit and animation ; 

Dii patrii, quorum semper sub numine Troja est 9 

Non tamen omnino Teucros delere paratis, 

Cum tales animos Juvenum, et tarn certa tulistis 

Pectora. # 

* Virg, JEn. 9. t. *47. 
Part II, 
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Go to his text : revise, digest, compare, 
With Porson's shrewdness or with Valkiiafer's care, 
TKen'Iet the learned page once quit yotir sight, £79 
Some Scotch Greek swindling priritfcr (0) stefch your 

( ' right. 

. But mark> the sea-birds §ound the note, of doom, 
*Aixd venom'd insects (j4) cluster rotind the tomb, 

' The 

(p) I allude to a'trarisactibn whicli 'sfcertfs tVbe iirrtvarrantaw 
We. Mr. Porsoni the Greek Professor at fcfrrribriBge, ientHiis 
manuscript corrections and conjectures on the text of jfcschylus, 
to a frlendln Scotland ; for He once had, and I hope still -.has, an 
Iritdntidn of publishing that tragedian, .though it may now be 
%bspended. His corrected text fell into the hands. Qf the Scotch 
sjiriritelr Fowlis, and without the Professor's leave . or even-know~ 
ledge, he published a magnificent edition of JEschylns from it, 
without notes'. I hope however that Mr. Porson will not be 
•discouraged, but continue his labours on the Greek Lexicon of 
WhotiuS) as the learned world are in eager expectation, of a work 
%o long, and hitherto so vainly, desired.— But, in my opinion, die 
lovers of literature would be infinitely more obliged to him, t>r to 
any other illustrious critic, for a new edition of the Greek Bib* 
UotbecaofPbotius, which abounds with the most curious and va- 
luable Excerpta of Writers whose integral works are lost for ever. 
At present it is troublesome even to read the'remainS. of the la- 
borious erudition of the Patriarch of Byzantium. 

(p) The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the Sea shore, 

(l 
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The Grecian billows foam along the strand,. 
In angry murmurs cleaf'nirig all the land,. * - ".'".. 
Ranging for vengeance from his native shore 
Archilochus is rous'd, to sleep no mare. 2&6^ 



. •; .jfl think in theislami of Paros), and the poets feigned that in the 
-,; cavities of the stone, 'worn away by the waves, a swarm, of wasps 

'■ yws concealed, ready to avenge the least insult that could be or> 
v fered to it. — The subject of Greek learning is carried cm>in the 

• -Thtrd.Part-of this Poem. 
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This dav is pullishcd, {trice 3s. 
|I ALOGUES between a Pupil of theJate John Hunter, ami 
" Jeffe Foot, including Passages in Darwin's Zoonamia. 
Printed for T. Becket, Pall Mall. Of whom may be had, 
The I.JFE of JOHN HUNTER, hy Jesse Foot, Surgeon* 
Price 5s. 6d. in Boards 

Sing ird et studio, quorum causas/irocul habeo. TACITUS. 
This Life is composed in Four Parts, viz. 
Part I. His Study in the School of Anatomy, and consequent 
Transactions, to 1760, 

Part II. His entrance into the Army, and consequent trans* 
actions, to 1770. 

. Part IH. Explanatory Remarks on all his various Productions 
in Natural History, Anatomy, and Surgery. 

Part IV. Series of Transactions from 1770, to the Close of his 
Life, with an Account of the Progress and Arrangement of his 
Museum. Price 5s. 6d. Boards. 

By the same Author > the five following : 

1. A COMPLETE TREATISE oh the ORIGIN, THE- 
ORY, and CURE of the LUES VENEREA, and OB- 

[ \ STRUCTIONS in the URETHRA. Illustrated by a great 
^ f - Variety of Cases : Being a Course of Twenty-three Lectures 

read in Dean-Street, Soho," in the Years 1790 and 1791. One ■ 

Volume Quarto, il. 10s. Boards. 

2. A NEW CRITICAL tNQJJIRY into the Antientand 
Modern Method of curing Diseases in the Urethra, and Blad- 
der: Being an Amendment of former Editions, and illustrated 
by a greater Variety of Cases. 5th Edition. Half^a-Crown. 

3. OBSERVATIONS upon the New Opinion of Johw 
Hunter in his late Treatise on the Venereal Disease* Bs. 6d 9 
Boards. t 

4. AN ESSAY on the Bite of a Mad Dog. as. 

5. A PLAN for preventing the fatal Effects from the Bite 
of a Mad Dog.* With Cases. 6d. 

6. GALATEA, a Pastoral; and Six Romances. -By the 
Chevalier Florian, 2 vol. 5s. sewed. 

7. The LIFE of VOLTAIRE, with Notes. By the Mar- 
quis of Villette, from the Author's MSS. 6s. in Boards. 

8 A TOUR to ERMENONVILLE, describing the Cu- 
riosities of Chantillv, and the Tomb of J. J.Rousseau. 2s. sewed* 

9. ELEMENTS of MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, re- 
quisite to determine the Judgment of a Coroner, and of Courts 
of Law in Cases of Divorce, Rape, Murder, &c. to which are 
added, Directions for preserving the Public Health. 23. 6d. 
sewed. 

10. Short DIRECTIONS for the Management of INFANTS, 
byT. Mantell, Surgeon, and Practitioner in Midwifery, 2s. 

11. The. WORKS of the late Rev. Laurence Sterkk, 
complete, in 10 vols. 8vo. printed on a fine Paper, and elegant 
Plates, price si. 2s. bound and lettered 



IHDEX .to „ de Second JMJRTr 

IMS &7hcnLdfclto£s 3? J&ttotr£>! " — . v. ^ 

MOfrd. $jcJz~<1 H)j2/ ~a#9h*le*uLc/coi^£^flf<^- 4(- 

Jgrtv* .^fjitl, a$uaa*>. 4* GrcUtes&T /Oy /<. 

VCck fb Pyznot ok &**</ 93 QrdAckb 3L 2/ 

nllty £5r ^ GntoJlbJ?., jU*~ S 

... 'JLatfM fato f£»-- 3 T3eW- J «%»«.- 2p. 

fwJL . ' ty 13<*jtkd> c IT % 

)rgefiSJ*,Lfiu^*HXu+ 12 Jerj£y ^ -.. 36 

/KKE. 4^//, /?, 2a, 3/ Jo&fonWJJ. - /4 

VnphtlH fv CUlfit, 'jL(/t# 34 ItekhA. 6,94, V$, lh,l?,2$ ( 3Q — 46 

iiuntys. a /*aujc*u£ts~ 2p, 30 jxttnllt, 3q 

[Sarlon. 30 &£*£okJ?. ty 3$ ; 

iamb*. $5.Cu6Lt &>kJiu^ 3a Xj&Iio'* 3a 

QWper. faihuy/A-X/l^. 6 X,<U/clcrdLl^J?. 2i 

jxc f/'^JLA M€^ - // XslfrruiotQf* 6^ 

^^A^.S/Uf^uQj^ /o X>ohginoi o/JG*- _ JA 

ikv^^/ujJ^J^JUJ, ^ ^SUtnts .' /L 7L. 7 - — — /6 

tlkChJU — .- 4* Mdcnc 2£ t Mr, A* 



"fi/L&ry — 
mUiicbon _. _ ._ 

fflontyve M£ 
ftorli£~ 

Vdtr <&r 

Ukrfuis attjrftd' 

iPtft 5} is; id, q , 19 



P/xce _ 

J^e -JoA-ua-l 

QjUititdun fu/fe 

S&J>1)>U 0U&J 

Stmtd. 

Steewns tic*. 
'Jkatvs- opjiv* 




30. 

/6. 
n, 3i 

2p,30. 
(2. 

to 

// , /6 
-At 
3a,4-L. 

- 21. 

39 
(2 
30, 3L 
23 

U 

38 

(*> 

23 ?j? 

d 

3, u, 40- 



'Jboke, ■ $***> 
^onn&jonJ. -fay*. 
Ttwis &*£&**». 

~Vb(%olfj A, !$,**&. 
'VftMarkornti S / 



n 

30 

& 

42 

41 

3 

3 /> 
/ 



-A" 



41 .* 



'Leijox Libra 




Battcvcrft CI 
Vxxvchnecit] 



r 



